Minutes from the General meeting on March 16, 2011
Meeting held in Harborside Learning Center
Present: Rick Rosa, Joy Marzolf, Dan Sprague, Anna Krowczynska and Bob Munson. 
Absent: Steve Whitford, Shawn Cormier, Uma Mirani, Julia Cichowski, and Al Bozza. 

Meeting Chaired by Rick Rosa and attended by 42 people.
Who has been diving:  one member just returned from a trip to Bahamas on Black Beard cruise, John and Val were diving locally at Ft Seawell, Bob came back from the trip of a lifetime - snorkeling with whales on Sliver Banks, Jim was vacationing on Bonaire at Capt. Don Habitat and noticed fewer fish and turtles comparing with 5 years ago.  
Announcements:  Rick reminded about supporting local dive shops, servicing the gear and inspecting tanks before beginning of the dive seasson. 
Coming up events:
Whale watch – April 30

White water rafting – May 15

GAFC – new date – July 31

Joy is looking for material for the summer edition of the Newsletter. Anyone who came back recently from a dive trip is encouraged to write about the experience when memory is still fresh. 
Jim Carozza reminded about opening of the newest dive shop in Boston – Jim’s Sullivan shop in South Boston marina on April 1.  Jim has a boat “Shark bait” and is going to offer charters in the summer.   

GOT dive on April 2: winner: John and Val Feehan, alternate: Ralph Cohen    
Instead of speaker we had behind the scenes tour of the Aquarium. The tour started at the yet unfinished the newest attraction – the large touch tank with rays and sharks. We were the first people from the outside the aquarium who saw it. Once finished the exhibit will look awesome and is worth another trip. The smaller ever popular jelly exhibit will be on the lower level. 

Afterwards we split into smaller group to visit top of GOT, temperate and cold galleries. Each group was met with the aquarists who show back of the galleries exhibits, told interesting stories and answered questions. It was a pleasure to meet aquarists very enthusiastic about their work despite the often difficult conditions in the ailing building. Tour ended well past 9 pm.

Big thanks to aquarium liaison, Bill Murphy, for organizing such a great event. 
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