Minutes from the General meeting on April 20, 2011
Meeting held in Harborside Learning Center
Present: Rick Rosa, Joy Marzolf, Dan Sprague, Anna Krowczynska, Bob Munson, Tom Bergendhal, Shawn Cormier, Julia Cichowski and Al Bozza . 
Absent: Steve Whitford and Uma Mirani.
Meeting Chaired by Rick Rosa and attended by 37 people.
Who has been diving:  Val and John dove at Lanes Cove, Saturday Night Ledge and Chester Poling, John also dove in GOT, Rich was testing his new dry suit at Back Beach and Cathedral Rocks, Bill was collecting sea stars at Ft Wetheril, Jean was wetting her feet on the Isles of Shoals= visibility was 25-35 feet and Shawn came back from Bahamas. 
GOT liason Bill Murphy:  is crazy time at the Aquarium because of the vacation week and the new exhibit – Rays and shark touch tank that draws hundreds of people. Seals are back in their renovated space and the all exhibits are open. Teen turtle expedition is currently in Bahamas and Mike White is a Dive Master.
Announcements:  Dan – if there is interests in dry dive on Cape Ann send the e-mail to shore dive coordinator.
Metro West Dive Club has a gear swap on second Tuesday in May and June, 6:30 to 9:30 at the Natick Court Marriott. Gear for sale, name your own price.

Joy- newsletter is coming up, please send trip reports, photos etc. Deadline for submissions is May 20. Blue did publish an article about NEADC. 

Al – whale watch is on Saturday, April 30. It’s a great time to go since 101 right whales were recently spotted near the Cape Code, many females with calves. During the DOG days in May on Sunday at 10 am there will be competition – towing a person in fully inflated dry suit. May 11 is a BSC meeting in Quincy.

50/50 raffle to benefit Cotting School. 

Tom, boat dive coordinator,  asked to let him know about favorite spots and reminded that Jim Carozza, has a boat and will charter it for a local dives. 
GOT dive on May 7: winner: Patel Darsham Ashun, alternate: James Greene.    
Guest speaker: Wayne Sentman, naturalist from the Oceanic Society talked about recent event “Impact of the recent tsunami event on remote Pacific Atoll. Wayne visited Midway, chain of Hawaiian Island on March 11, just after tsunami that devastated coast of Japan washed over low lying atoll. Some of the the pictures of dead albatrosses were hard breaking, however there were also happy endings like survival of some chicks.  
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