Minutes from the General meeting on June 15, 2011
Meeting held in Harborside Learning Center
Present: Rick Rosa, Joy Marzolf,  Anna Krowczynska,  Uma Mirani, , Tom Berghendal, Shawn Cormier and Dan Sprague. 
Absent: Steve Whitford, Julia Cichowski, Bob Munson and Al Bozza.
Meeting Chaired by Rick Rosa and attended by 36 people despite the final Stanley Cup game between Boston Bruins and Vancouver Canucks.
New members: Matt – free diver, Joe, warm water diver, who used to be a member before moving to Maryland who now is back in Boston, Dan, New Zealander another free diver.   
Who has been diving:  Matt dove Graves Light in Boston harbor, Anna dove at Old garden Beach on Cape Ann – lobsters, flounders and skate are back, Tom did few kayak dives, Gregg participated in the Vintage Dive Equipment Day and survived hard hat diving, Shawn dove on South Shore collecting specimens for the school touch tank, Gregg dove in Hathaway Pond on Cape Code and finally Rick and Dan came back from Venice Beach, Florida, after successful trip to hunt for a fossil shark teeth (they brought the best specimens for show and tell).      
Announcements:  
Because of time constrains, we wanted to finish before start of Bruins vs Canucks game, we skipped this part.

Holly Martell Bourbon had a short presentation about REEF and upcoming GAFC event. Holly is updating the current curriculum and hopes to include invertebrates (Pacific Northwest is already doing that) in the survey. GAFC is on Sunday, July 31, but the surveys should be conducted all summer. She show how to join REEF on line (you have to be a member to conduct surveys), talked abut REEF mission, how to become citizen scientist, levels from 1 (novice) to 4, 5 (expert) and how to qualify for each one, how to perform survey (rowing diver technique) and who is using collected data (NOAA, biodiversity researchers, people monitoring invasive species and Endangered Species Act).    
GOT dive on July 2: winner: Joan Cassey, alternate: Stephen Laffan.

Guest speaker – Nick Fazah from East Coast Divers talked about free diving “It’s just holding your breath right”. Besides being an accomplished free diver, Nick is teaching Freediving Program at East Coat Divers as well as scuba diving. Nick talked about misconceptions about the free diving, physiology, proper breathing and blackouts. He also showed the amazing videos of people silently swimming around the wrecks without noisy scuba gear. Nick is very animated and enthusiastic speaker who educated many of us about the proper techniques of free diving.
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