Minutes from the General meeting on July 17, 2011
Meeting held in Harborside Learning Center
Present:, Joy Marzolf,  Anna Krowczynska,  Bob Munson, Uma Mirani, Julia Cichowski, Tom Berghendal and Dan Sprague. 
Absent: Rick Rosa, Steve Whitford, Shawn Cormier and Al Bozza.
Meeting Chaired by Uma Mirani and attended by 26 people.
New members: diver from California who already dove in Boston Harbor.    
Who has been diving:  Bob Michelson dove at Folly Cove with four marine educators from around the world, Mary dove with her daughter in St Thomas, Jim did a boat dive at Eggs Rock, Bill dove Folly Cove, Mike did several shore dives at Cape Ann and also trip to Cozumel, others dove at King’s Beach and Old Garden Beach.   
Announcements:  
Tom, boat dive coordinator – list of boat dives is on the table. If interested please contact him.
Joy reminded about submission of materials for the newsletter, trip reports, even with only above the water pictures.  

Next month speaker: Ken Mallory “Live in the underwater scientific station” who will bring copies of his book for purchase. 

GAFC event on Sunday, July 31 on Cape Ann.

 GOT dive on August 6: winner: Eric Husgen, alternate: Bob Michelson.

Guest speaker – Bob Michelson in preparation for the GAFC event talked about 20 most likely fishes that one can encounter during the GAFC. The most abandoned fish is cunner followed by winter flounder, striped bass, rock gunnel, Pollock, sea raven, winter skate, fluke, sculpin, grubby, down to red hake. Bob provided also points how to use the habitat to identify fish and reminded that one can’t relay on fish colors for identification, since the same species can often come in variety of colors, see sea raven.

This year is a 10 th anniversary of GAFC in Northeast, event that supposed to failed, but instead is going strong. To participate, everyone needs to have REEF id # that can be get for free. There is over $8500 in raffle prizes. Divers are meeting at 8 am on a dive site and the surveys suppose to be turned in by 1 pm at the Stage Fort Park where NEADC is organizing the cook out. Every diver is receiving one raffle ticket. The raffle drawing will be at 3 pm.

Meeting ended at 8 pm.
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