Minutes from the General meeting on October 19, 2011
Meeting held in Harborside Learning Center
Present: Uma Mirani, Joy Marzolf, Shawn Cormier, Dan Sprague, Julia Cichowski, Tom Berghendal and Anna Krowczynska
 Absent: Steve Whitford, Rick Rosa, Bob Munson and Al Bozza
Meeting Chaired by Uma Mirani and attended by 36 people

New members:

Who has been diving: Tom B made an exploratory trip to Long Island to check the tropicals there. Unfortunately, the timing was wrong, too soon after the hurricane Irene, so mostly butterfly fish was present. Anna dove at Ft Wetherill, RI during the tropical fish rescue and saw few butterfly fish. 
Announcements: 
Joy mentioned upcoming speakers: in January Paul Leonard will talk about African penguins and in February Wayne Stedman will talk about marine debris and turtle research.

Uma reminded about upcoming officers election in November and members show and tell during December meeting.
Tom recapped the Tropical Fish Rescue and BBQ event, very successful even with good number of participant and total of 12 butterfly fish and one snowy grouper caught.

He also asked members about the suggestions for the next season boat dives.       

GOT dive on November 5: winner: Michael Walsh, alternate: Janice Marshal  

Speakers:  Joy Marzolf and Uma Mirani  

Joy was talking about Great White Sharks of Guadalupe. She went on a dive boat from San Diego, sailing 22 hrs to the remote island to see great whites. She took lots of great pictures of this magnificent fish.

Uma was talking about her recent trip to South Africa – “White sharks versus cape fur seals in False Bay.

She talked about research on behavior of great whites and seal colony as well as her land trip to meet other animals.
Meeting ended at 8 pm.
