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NEADC GENERAL MEETING

NEXT INFORMAL MEETINGS

New England Aquarium
Conference Center
Wednesday, June 21, 2006, 6:30 p.m.

Wednesday July 5, 2006, 6:30 p.m.
The home of Angela Ponte and Barry Rabinovitz
467 Quincy Shore Drive
Quincy, MA
617-328-7080 (home)

RESTORING SEA TURTLE NESTING BEACHES
ON DOMINICA

From Boston and points North: Route 93 South to Exit 12Neponset/Quincy, continue straight ahead off exit ramp past Staples &
Walgreens and follow signs for Quincy. As you cross the Neponset
River Bridge stay in left lane following signs for Wollaston Beach - you
are now on Quincy Shore Drive. Continue 1.3 miles and turn right onto
Webster Street. House is on the corner of Webster and Quincy Shore
Drive - white house with red roof with a white fence.

Filmmaker Rick Morris presents a documentary on the sea turtle
work he did on Dominica with a program called ROSTI(The
Rosalie Sea Turtle Initiative). The program focuses on preserving
and restoring nesting beaches for the three endangered species
that nest on Dominica, Green, Hawksbill and Leatherbacks. The
turtles are tagged, when possible, the nests are monitored and
From the South: Route 93 North to Exit 9-East Milton/North Quincy,
continue straight ahead through one set of lights and turn right at 2nd
moved if, necessary, and the hatchlings are aided in their return
set of lights onto Squantum Street - follow for 1.8 miles and turn left onto
to open water. This is a really informative package and, as
Webster Street - last house at the end on left side-corner of Quincy
always, really entertaining as well.
Shore Drive - white house with red roof with a white fence.

Rick Morris began diving more than 35 years ago and since then
has more than 2,000 dives in locations from Massachusetts to
Indonesia and the Caribbean. He has been a featured speaker
at Sea Rovers for the past 2 years and will be doing so again in
2007.
Rick began his TV Career in the late 1970s as an intern for
WGBH-TV where he also worked as a staff member for 4 years.
His 27 year Broadcast TV career has allowed him to work on
nearly every genre of Television Production from professional
sports to documentaries and Rock Videos. Rick began working
as a professional underwater film maker in 2001 when he
produced and shot a segment of the PBS Series, "Secrets of the
Sequence", on Lizard Island, Australia. He has since worked for
many nonprofit organizations like Oceana, The New England
Aquarium and The International Fund for Animal Welfare, to
name a few. He now resides in Connecticut and continues to
work as a freelance cameraman in the New York Market as well
as locations abroad. He focuses on pro-environmental subjects
as a way to contribute to saving our oceans and the ecosystems
around and below the surface. Rick is a PADI and HSA Instructor
and can be reached by e-mail at envirodiver@yahoo.com or on
the web at www.eclipsetvproduction.com.

Public transportation: Red Line to North Quincy station on the Braintree
line - call the house # and we'll send someone down to pick you up! or
take the #211 Bus to Squantum (a 2 min ride) and get off near Webster
Street and follow directions above.
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NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Submit your news for the next Newsletter by
Monday, June 19, 2006!
This is for the JULY EDITION of the NEADC Newsletter.
Submissions must be in writing, preferably via
E-mail to newsletter@neadc.org. Thank you!
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FROM YOUR WEBMASTER - Steve Whitford
There are a few new changes to the website that you may not have noticed. First
of all, I've changed the news postings to a weblog, so that there is now an
archive of all news postings, and you can leave comments about each story. It
will also be easy for any officer to post directly to the weblog, which will speed up
important announcements.
Another feature is that you can view the posts with a Atom compatible RSS
Reader, which lets you know when there are new posts, and allows you to view
them without going to the website. I've also gotten a bunch of photos for the
scrapbook, and although it's taking a little while to go through them, it's well worth
it to show the diverse activities out members participate in. You can view them
(and I'm always looking for more) at the Club Photos section.

FROM YOUR PROGRAM OFFICER – Al Bozza
Through a combination of my last eight years as Program Director, discovering some
truly amazing locations during my travels and utilizing the experiences and knowledge of
many of our great club members, I have put together an incredible schedule that should
offer something to everyone. The following are the upcoming events and future trips.
June, 2006 - NEADC Whale Watch
Sunday, June 11, 2006. Call Al Bozza for discounted tickets.
June 22-25, 2006 - "Fossils" Venice, Florida
Join us in Venice, FL as we descend to chilling depths to cautiously search for the
amazing Megalodon shark tooth. Now, the truth. We dive in 20'-30' of water, not far
offshore, which allows for plenty of bottom time and you will come home with fossils.
Venice is the "shark tooth capitol of the world". The waters were prehistoric feeding
grounds for the ancient, giant shark "Carcharocles Megalodon". On our dives, you will
find giant shark teeth, manatee bones, whale bones, prehistoric bones and other unique
fossils. We do a two tank dive, with visibility usually at 8'-10' feet. If the excitement of
finding a rare tooth or other fossils appeals to you, then join us for some pleasant diving.
The cost is $69.00 for the two tank dive, which includes tanks and weights. We have the
boat reserved for Friday, June 23rd A M. dive. Other local dives are available. We have
reserved rooms at a local hotel at $78.00 plus tax, per night. Each room has two double
beds.
August, 2006 - Les Escoumins, Quebec, Canada
More information to follow.
September 1-10, 2006 - Darwin Island, Galapagos The ultimate diving experience. SOLD OUT
September 17, 2006 - Jamestown, RI - Tropical Fish Collecting/Barbeque
Fort Wetherill, Jamestown, Rhode Island. Free food and drinks (hot dogs, hamburgers,
sausages, etc.) a great family event, especially for the kids. We will also be seining
which is dragging a fish net through shall water up onto the beach and discovering all
sorts of marine life. There will also be regular diving, volleyball and music. Bring your
kite too! I will have extra collecting nets and aerators for anyone who needs then.

2

October 20-25, 2006 - Great White Shark Diving - Isla Guadalupe, Mexico
The world's ultimate shark dive adventure is closer than you think. Join us this year (2006) to discover huge Great White Sharks
(Carcharodon Carcharias) with our upscale shark vessel in the industry's largest shark cages. Divers seeking a week long
encounter with the ocean's ultimate predator no longer need to travel over 5000 miles to South Africa or Australia. This newly
named "Bio -Sphere Reserve " located 210 miles into the Pacific has it all...and we can take you there! Imagine diving in 100'
vis with water temps of 74 plus degrees, surrounded by up to seven great whites. They combine this awesome experience with
world-class tuna fishing on an 88' luxury, long -range dive boat. These 5-day trips are only available during October and part of
November at a cost of $ 2,650.00 per person.
December 9, 2006 - NEADC Holiday Party
American Legion, Burlington, MA. Saturday 7-11 P.M. More information to follow.
2007 Schedule of Trips:
January 2007
- Dominica - January 20, 2007 to January 27, 2007
- Ski/winter trip, Bethel, Maine
February 2007
- Manatees, Crystal River, Florida
May 2007
- Spotted Dolphin, Bahamas
November 2007
-Norway with Orcas and Sea Eagles - We are collaborating with Norway's leading Orca whale expert, Tiu Simila, to offer you a
fantastic whale watching encounter that includes both whale watching from a small boat and for our customized itinerary, a
chance to snorkel with the Orcas!!!
If you would like any additional information on these or any other events, please contact Al Bozza at programs@neadc.org or
(617) 212-9108

GIANT OCEAN TANK DIVE – by VAL FEEHAN
The water was a warm 75 degrees and the visibility was absolutely fantastic! It was, in fact, the best visibility I’ve ever
seen on a dive. I hung in the water column, feeling the slight current and observing in sheer wonder the amount of
marine life encircling me. There were so many types of fish I hardly knew what to watch at any given moment. I swam
forward and around the reef, making a slow journey through the fish as they swam towards me. I giggled a little when
a few of the fish were nearly eye to eye with me; they were so close to my face mask. As I rounded a corner, I
glimpsed the slow, methodic movement of what was surely a large sand tiger shark heading directly towards me.
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My heart skipped a few beats as I moved carefully out of its way, making sure I gave it a wide berth and no reason to
pay any attention to me. But as it slowly passed me, I watch its eye looking at me, sizing me up. Keep going, I
thought. Just keep going.
The day started with my alarm going off at 6AM and my husband telling me “get up, it’s the big day!” I was really
thrilled about this day’s dive. I hadn’t allowed myself to give it too much thought—I was a little nervous, and I was
trying not to get overly excited. I had prepped my gear the night before, so I knew I’d be in good shape this
morning. We arrived at the dive site a 9AM, and were greeted by one of the local divers, Chris. He took us to where
our friend, Trish, was waiting and sipping on a large cup of Starbuck’s coffee. She greeted us with a “hey you guys!”,
followed by a “boy, you two really look like morning people, you look all ready to go”. Was my excitement showing
that much? Geez, I was really trying to be calm. Anyway, after a short briefing about the dive site, the marine animals
we’d see, and what the dive in general would be like, Trish and I geared up and made our way down to the platform,
where we’d take a giant stride into the Giant Ocean Tank.
Diving in the GOT is an unbelievable experience. We swam all around the tank, from top to bottom, and took coral
swim throughs into areas of the tank you just won’t see standing from the outside looking in. The fish were curious
and very friendly, getting close enough you could have touched them. Myrtle, the 600+ lb. loggerhead turtle, kept us
company most of the time, asking for a back scratching now and then, which we obliged first with our hands and then
later by gently scrubbing her shell with gravel from the bottom. She loved it. The nurse shark and rays allowed us to
approach very close, something you’d never be able to do in the wild. We played cleaning station with the fish, taking
gravel and gently tossing it into the current in front of the saltwater intakes, which caused the gravel to blow out into
the water. The fish gathered to take their turns letting the gravel softly caress down their skin and scales, probably
cleaning them in the process. Trish was right, you could spend hours just doing that, it was so fascinating to watch
the fish. As we swam around the tank, I watched the various moray eels taking us in from their coral outcroppings
and the smaller fish dart out from their holes to check us out then dart back to safety once they were sighted.
About mid-way up the coral, we spotted a small yellow or white moray eel being guarded by a damselfish. It’s a funny
thing; these little damselfish are just as territorial in the GOT as they are in the open ocean. I tried several times to
get close enough to the small moray to take a photo, but each time I got close and put the camera up to take a
picture, the pesky damselfish came around and nipped me on the back of my hand. It didn’t exactly hurt, but it got my
attention and ruined a few potentially good shots. After a few more tries to get the photo I just gave up, wagging my
finger accusingly at the damselfish as it proudly continued its patrol of the coral outcropping. It had successfully
protected its territory, and as I swam off it gave one more dart towards me as final gesture of showing me who’s the
boss.
I lay face down in a small cove of coral, once again playing cleaning station with some large, gray angelfish. I
marveled at how much fun I was having and how I could never do this in an open water dive. I was ever aware that
time for this dive was growing short, and I was feeling a twinge of disappointment. I paused to watch the gray
angelfish wait for me to scoop up more gravel and suddenly felt a strong nudge on the back of my leg. I could not
immediately turn in the direction of the nudge, and I remember thinking briefly “was that a shark?” But before I could
move myself in a position to turn around and see what was behind me, up from underneath me swam the smaller
loggerhead turtle! It positioned itself right across my path and glanced at me as it settled down on the bottom,
pushing the angelfish out of its way. I guess it was my clue to start rubbing the gravel on its back, which I willingly did,
much to the chagrin of the gray angelfish. As I rubbed the turtle, the angelfish continued to swim nearby, patiently
waiting and hoping I’d eventually resume my play with them. They watched me scoop up the gravel and gently rub it
on the turtle’s back, all of us watching the turtle lay there and look content. I spent about 5 or 6 minutes doing this,
knowing that I was now down to 500 psi and it was time to go, but somehow wishing this dive could go on forever. I
stopped briefly to take a close up photo of my turtle friend, gave it a few more back rubs with gravel, then said
goodbye. I slowly made my way to the surface of the tank, again taking time to look all around me one last time to
marvel at what a spectacular dive I’d just had in this truly wonderful underwater world.
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ANNOUCEMENTS
The Coastal Ocean Science Academy (COSA) is a 2 - week summer marine science academy for incoming
9th or 10th grade students. The program is a field-based hands-on experiential learning that explores the
coastal marine environment of Massachusetts.
COSA is based out of Northeastern University’s Marine Science Center in Nahant, MA and will run from
August 10-26, 2006.
For More Information
www.marinescience.neu.edu/COSA/index.htm
(781) 581-7370 ext.338 or e.blume@neu.edu
(781) 581-7370 ext. 321 or t.hajduk@neu.edu
The Division of Marine Fisheries is looking for volunteers to help with eelgrass transplanting. There are two basic
tasks for which they need divers: harvesting and planting. For those of you new to the process, we transplant
eelgrass much like you transplant flowers in your garden (except for the obvious difference that it's under water).
Harvest involves digging up small clumps of eelgrass with a trowel and collecting it in a dive bag (provided). Planting
involves staking the shoots into the sand with a bent bamboo skewer to hold it in place until it can root. Dives are
shallow (<15'), so you usually need extra weight. The harvests take place in Nahant, and we can either meet you
there or bring you around in the boat from Weymouth (weather permitting). Planting takes place in Boston Harbor,
and we launch from Weymouth.
We would generally start between 8 & 9 AM, and go til 2 or 3. We provide snacks, water, and t-shirts, and all
harvest/planting-related equipment. You need to supply all your dive gear, including tanks (usually 2 needed).
Date
Day of week Task
Help needed
20-May
June 1(2)
June 3(4)
June 17(18)
19-Jun
July 11(12)
July 13(14)
July 18/19
July 19/20
Sept. 12 (13)
Sept. 14(15)
Sept. 18(19)
Sept. 20 (21)

Sat
Thur/Fri
Sat/Sun
Sat/Sun
Mon
Tue/Wed
Thur/Fri
Tues/Wed
Wed/Thurs
Tue/Wed
Thur/Fri
Mon/Tues
Wed/Thurs

restring frames
10-15 shore
Harvest eelgrass
Divers (up to 6) + 1 bundler on boat
Plant eelgrass (frames) Divers (1-4) + bundlers on shore (10-20)
Harvest eelgrass
same as above
Plant (frames)
same as above
Harvest eelgrass
same as above
Hand plant
Divers (up to 6)
Harvest flowering shoots Divers (up to 6)
stake out fl. Shoots
Divers (up to 4)
harvest
divers +bundler
hand plant
Divers (1-4)
harvest
divers up to 6
hand plant
divers (up to 6)

First date given is preferred date. Dates in parentheses are back-up weather dates
Contact: Alison S. Leschen, Coastal Ecologist, Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries
50A Portside Dr., Pocasset, MA 02559 Phone: (508) 563-1779, ext. 142 email: alison.leschen@state.ma.us
For more info: http://www.neadc.org/eelgrass.html
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NEADC DIVE AND EVENTS SCHEDULE
New England Aquarium Dive Club Winter/Spring 2006 Shore Diving and Event Calendar
If you plan to participate in a shore dive you should contact the designated leader prior to the dive date to let him or her know that you will be
attending. Decisions to cancel or modify dive plans (due to weather or other factors) are left to the discretion of the individual leaders who
organize the dives, and confirming your attendance beforehand will help ensure that you are notified of any last minute changes. Likewise, if
you confirm attendance but then cannot attend a dive for any reason, please notify the dive leader as soon as possible, so that the group
does not wait for you at the meeting site on the day of the dive.

Date

Event/Purpose
Location

Every
Monday

Beach Dive/Scuba
skills Refresher

June 11

Bio Diversity
Pleasure Day

June 13

Full Moon Night
Dive
Father’s Day Dive
General Meeting
Fossil Dive Trip
Monthly Eat and
Greet
Boat Dive

June 18
June 21
June 23
July 5
July 8
July 11
July 21
Aug 8

Full Moon Night
Dive
Boat Dive
Full Moon Night
Dive

Location

Meeting
Time /
Details
6 PM-9 PM

West Suburban YMCA in Newton
Members MUST Register in Advance.
Review your skills or test a new piece of
gear in a controlled environment.
Dive Urban Waters! Join Stellwagen
TBA
Bank National NMS and NEADC Marine
Life census and display.
Canoe Beach, Nahant MA
7 pm
Old Garden Beach
NEAQ Conference Center
Venice Beach, Florida

8:30 am
6:30 pm

Northern Atlantic Dive Expeditions
Chester Polling and Half Way Rock
Canoe Beach, Nahant MA

1:00PM at
dock
7 pm

Boston Harbor Diving Company – Night
Dive to Graves Light or Brewster Island
Canoe Beach, Nahant MA

7pm at
dock
7 pm

Information/Contact
Contact: Genevieve Stewart
genevieve@pgdive.com
Alicia at environmental@neadc.org
or Bob (SBNMS)
pbm.inc@verizon.net
Contact: Alicia Lenci,
environmental@neadc.org
Tom McLaughlin
Al Bozza, programs@neaq.org
Details on Front Page
boatdive@neadc.org. See website
for more details
Contact: Alicia Lenci,
environmental@neadc.org
boatdive@neadc.org. See website
for more details
Contact: Alicia Lenci,
environmental@neadc.org

NOTE: The opinions expressed within this newsletter are those of the writers, and do not necessarily reflect the views of the New England Aquarium or the
New England Aquarium Dive Club.
The Editor reserves the right to edit all submitted material for the sake of grammar, clarity, and space

NEADC ADVERTISING POLICIES
Dive related ads for NEADC Members will be free with the
following stipulations:

NOTE: This will NOT affect Website policy.

1. Must be current NEADC member in good standing.
2. Ad may be up to the half-page size, depending on space availability.
For larger ads, the member will be charged for the additional space at
the current rates.
3. Ad must be submitted electronically.
4. Ad must be sent to the Newsletter Editor prior to Deadline.
5. Ad will be placed for one month only (ads may be renewed by
resubmission as stated above).

COMMERCIAL and NON-MEMBER ADVERTISING RATES
Full Page $90/insertion; Half Page $50/ insertion
Quarter Page $30/insertion; Eighth Page $20/insertion.
10% discount for 4 or more insertions per calendar year.
20% discount for 8 or more insertions per calendar year.
Send questions and submissions to the Newsletter Editor.
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Ad fees must be paid in advance.

Social Get-togethers for Everyone
by Trish Katzman, Membership Director
Come meet at Jose McIntyre’s prior to our next General Meeting on Wednesday, June 21 from 5:30-6:30 p.m. for
drinks, appetizers, dinner, or to just say hi. Or if you are more of a late night person, we usually walk together to a
dinner place after the meeting.
We offer both an early and later get-together to meet the variety of styles of our 500 members. These get-togethers are meant to
help answer questions and talk with new or less active members. If you are an active member, come out with us and help us
greet people!
If you don’t know anybody, just ask for me and I’d love to tell you about the latest club news and hear about your interests in
diving. Hope to see you there!
Directions to Jose McIntyre’s at 160 Milk Street, Boston:
Jose’s is walking distance from the Aquarium.
Park in the garage next to the Aquarium.
Turn left when exiting the garage.
Cross the street at the light.
Walk straight to the upcoming block and look to your right.

New England Aquarium
. . . .Dive
. Club
. .
This is a:

new membership

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

renewal

change of address

Membership Categories (Dive Club membership requires membership to the New England Aquarium)
Individual

$50

+

Dive Club Membership $15

=

$65

Family

$90

+

Dive Club Membership $15

=

$105

Quartermaster

$150

+

Dive Club Membership $15

=

$165

Master Mariner

$150

+

Dive Club Membership $15

=

$165

Friend of Aquarium

$250

+

Dive Club Membership $15
Amount enclosed:

=
=

$265

Name:

__________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________

Address: _________________________________________ Email:
City:

_______________________________

______________________________ State: ______ Zip code: _______________________________

Check here to receive newsletter by email
Check here to receive other club information by email
Note: Contact information will be used for Aquarium and Dive Club purposes only

Please make your check payable to “New England Aquarium” or
charge to
MasterCard
Visa
Discover
American Express

Signature: ______________________________________________
Account # __________________________________ Expiration _____________ Amount $ _______________
New members receive a New England Aquarium membership card marked “DIVER.” If you are already a member of the Aquarium, send your
membership card, Dive Club dues and this application to the address below. Your membership card will be returned marked “DIVER.” If you
have questions, please call the Aquarium Membership Office (617) 973-6555/6564.

Mail to: Membership Department, New England Aquarium, Central Wharf, Boston, MA 02110

7

NEWSLETTER NOTICE
This newsletter is also available on the website, for free and in color. In addition
to saving trees, it allows us to use the money for postage and printing for other
club activities.
The dive club can no longer get this newsletter printed for free. This is a new
expense we are not used to, and are looking into different options for printing. If
anyone can get good deals as far as printing our (300-400 copies of our 12+
page) newsletter, contact an officer.
We have had a large number of people sign up for the online-only
version, and need everyone’s opinion about how you prefer to receive the
newsletter. You can cast your vote by logging onto the forum at
http://www.neadc.org/vote or by calling our voice-mail at (617) 973-0240.
If you would like to change how you receive your newsletter, go to
http://www.neadc.org/update1.html

Central Wharf, Boston, MA 02110
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