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New England Aquarium Dive Club, Inc.  
 
www.neadc.org   Pre-Season Newsletter February 2009 

NEADC  
Monthly Meetings 

 
 
 
 
 

Eat and Greet 
First Wednesday  
6:30pm 
Locations Vary 
Come eat, relax and chat 
with members and your 
NEADC board 
  
General Meeting   
Third Wednesday 
6:30pm 
NEAq Harborside 
Learning Lab  
Come hear one of our 
fabulous guest speakers, 
find out where members 
have been diving and maybe 
even win a dive in the Giant 
Ocean Tank! 
 
Check out www.neadc.org  

for the latest! 
 

Not getting our  
E-News? 

Please make sure we have 
your email! Updates can be 
made right on our web site! 
 

Dive season is around the corner! 
Winter dive travel season is in full force, but the New England dive 
season is just around the corner! This is a great time of year to check out 
new gear, potential trips and learn more about diving.  
 
Some great ways to dive into the “off-season” 
 

∗ Come to a General Meeting for more on local and exotic diving 
∗ Take a class at your local dive center 
∗ Go to Sea Rovers! Great speakers, latest dive gear and more! 

 

Interested in underwater photography? 
 

∗ Check out our great meeting speakers and their photos! 
∗ Explore the latest in UW photo gear 
∗ Learn about underwater photography by attending a class. * 

 
*Check out Ethan Gordon and Berkely White’s upcoming underwater 
photography classes at Sea Rovers at www.ethangordon.com. 
 
 -Your Newsletter Editor, Joy Marzolf 
 

Be sure you are receiving our E-News for the latest information and 
check out our website for much more information.  

 
There are some big changes coming to the NEADC website!  

Check out our new look! 
 

Have photos of club events to add to our galleries? You can email them 
to: webmaster@neadc.org or bring them to a club meeting. Soon the 
NEADC club historical scrapbook will also be added to the website.   
 -Your Webmaster, Steve Whitford 

 

Upcoming Speakers: 
 

February 18th: Midway Atoll 
Wayne Sentman of the Oceanic Society will lead us on a photo tour of this remote marine area 
and its endangered wildlife from monk seals to turtles, albatross and more! 
 
March 18th: Cocos: Sharks and more! 
Photojournalist Ethan Gordon will bring us amazing images of hammerhead sharks and other 
marine life of Cocos. 
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From your Membership Director, Charlie Benoit 

2008 was great year for the club, with OVER 100 new members diving in!  

To all those new members, welcome. I hope that you have enjoyed your 
membership thus far, and enjoyed a great year of diving. 2009 is shaping up to 
be another banner year for the club. I challenge all of our members, new and old, 
to be active in club activities. Come for meetings and events, sponsor a shore 
dive or even sign up for a trip.    

Over the past year we have been working to insure our members are receiving 
regular E communications about meetings and events. While the majority of our 
members receive our E-News, if you have an email address, and are not 
currently receiving it, let us know. Contact me directly, or you can update your 
email address on our website, by clicking the “Update Your Profile” button. 

If you are not a member yet, or haven’t been to a meeting in a while, what are 
you waiting for? Wouldn’t you like the chance to dive in the NEAq’s Giant 
Ocean Tank? We raffle off a free dive in the GOT every month at our General 
Meetings. There are only three requirements;  

1) You must be a certified diver and able to dive on the scheduled date 

2) You must be a current member of the NEADC 

3) You must be at least 18 years of age.  

Doesn’t a dive in 72º water with 40 foot visibility sound great at this time of 
year?  

If there is anything that I can do to assist you regarding your membership, don’t 
hesitate to contact me at membership@neadc.org.  

Have a happy, safe, and WET 2009! 

 

2009 NEADC Officers 
 

President: Rick Rosa 
president@neadc.org 
 

Vice President: Uma Mirani 
vicepresident@neadc.org 
 

Business Manager:  
Julia Cichowski 
business@neadc.org 
 

Program Director: Al Bozza 
programs@neadc.org 
 

Membership Director:  
Charles Benoit 
membership@neadc.org 
 

Secretary: Kat Apse 
secretary@neadc.org 
 

Environmental Affairs: 
Shawn Cormier 
environmental@neadc.org 
 

Webmaster: Steve Whitford 
webmaster@neadc.org 
 

Newsletter: Joy Marzolf 
newsletter@neadc.org 
 
 

Dive Coordinators:  
Boat Dives: Jim Carozza 
 boatdive@neadc.org 
 

Shore Dives: Dan Sprague 
 shoredive@neadc.org 

Mass Diving 
247 W. Central St. Natick, MA 01760     

(508) 651-0698 
www.massdiving.com           dive@massdiving.com 

 

MASS Diving is a PADI-5 Star Training Facility and Travel Center offering all levels of SCUBA instruction 
and the largest selection of SCUBA equipment in New England. Come by and check out our new expanded 
showroom or shop online! 
 

Join us this summer for our MASS Diving Programs. We offer guided shore dives, boat dives, and PADI 
Specialty Dives including Nitrox. See our website for details. 
 

Want to travel? Join us for a warm water dive! Details are on the group travel section of our website  

 

  Freeport, Bahamas– October 9-13, 2009 
  Utila – November 7-14, 2009   
  Fiji – May 6-22,  2010 
  Maldives – September 14-28, 2010   (Don’t miss this chance for whale sharks, mantas and more!) 
   

Stop by and visit the only dive center in Metrowest and let’s go diving! 
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From your Program Director, Al Bozza 
 

Stay tuned to your E-News and NEADC.org for exciting speakers and events in 2009. We have many fantastic 
events coming up this year so be sure to check our online calendars for the latest information.  
 
Don’t forget to save the dates for upcoming events.  
 

Feb 18  General Meeting: Midway Atoll with Wayne Sentman 

March 7-8 Sea Rovers Clinic  (see www.searovers.com for more information) 

March 7 NEADC Sea Rovers dinner: Join us for dinner at the Brownstone Bar and Grill  
   before the Sea Rovers Sat Night Film Festival. More information to follow (see E-News) 

March 18 General Meeting: Cocos with Ethan Gordon 

May 16  White water rafting, Deerfield, Massachusetts  

May 30   Whale watch: New England Aquarium’s Voyager III 

July 25  8th Great Annual Fish Count, Stage Fort Park  

September 12 Tropical Fish Hunt , Fort Wetherill, RI   

Boston Sea Rovers Clinic  
Underwater Photo Workshops 

March 7 & 8, 2009 

Join Ethan Gordon and Berkley White for 
this pair of workshops at the Boston Sea 
Rovers Clinic that's guaranteed to make you 
a better underwater photographer.  
         Come for one or both days.  

For more information, see: 
www.ethangordon.com  

Macro Workshop 
Saturday March 7, 2009, 1-4pm  
Introductory through advanced concepts of 
digital underwater macro (close up) 
photography.  
 
Wide Angle Workshop 
Sunday March 8, 2009, 9am-12pm    
Introductory through advanced concepts of 
digital underwater wide-angle photography.  
 
Each class limited to 20 participants per 
workshop. 

Bahamas in Boston by Uma Mirani 
 

As a diver with most of my training here in the Northeast, 
one would think that I would be used to, and perhaps even 
prefer, the cold water diving it offers. When I got the 
chance recently, to dive in the GOT at the New England 
Aquarium, I was thrilled!  It meant no hood and no gloves, 
and only a 3mm wetsuit necessary to keep me warm.   
 
So, on a bitter cold January afternoon, I plunged into the 
tank to the oohs and aahs of dozens of kids.  Although I 
had been in the GOT five years earlier, this was a different 
experience, mainly due to the presence of the three large 
sand tiger sharks. During my dive, all three sharks swam 
close together, cruising past me sometimes only inches 
away.  My dive guide kept watch to make sure that we 
gave them plenty of space, to ensure their safety and ours. I 
was so engrossed as I observed these beautiful and graceful 
creatures. It was almost as if the other hundreds of fishes in 
the tank didn't exist. I was later entertained by two large 
porcupine fish that seemed to be as curious about me as I 
was about them.  
 
All too soon though, I had to say goodbye once again to 
Myrtle, the stingrays, the sharks and the menagerie of other 
fishes that continually create a colorful palette in the GOT.  
 
Don’t forget to come to general meetings for a chance to 
win your own dive in the GOT! 
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From your Dive Boat Coordinator, Jim Carozza 

Who wants to dive off a boat?  
 

I'm interested in hearing from each and every 
member on who's interested in doing some 
local boat dives this year. I've been diving 
since 1978 and love boat diving! After all, 
getting in and out of the water seems so easy 
from a boat. You can get to deeper water 
quickly and easily and the company and friends you meet on boats 
makes it a great way to dive.  
 
For the 2009 season we are looking at charters and I now have a 
Zodiac for some small group trips.  July 24-26 is my annual 
Lobsterpalooza IV. This year it will coincide with the GAFC 
weekend. I will be looking into chartering the large Cape Ann 
Divers boat for Sunday of that weekend for a combined dive club 
trip. Contact me if you are interested.  
 
Stay tuned to the E-News, website and future newsletters for trip 
dates as they are added. Have any trips you would like to propose 
to the club? Contact me at: boatdive@neadc.org. 

Trip Report: Grand Bahamas  
                       by John and Val Feehan 
Val and I joined Dan Sprague and Rick Rosa in the 
Grand Bahamas in October for a pleasant week of 
diving. The condo was very spacious with a nice 
kitchen, but one of the best features was that it was so 
close to the dive operator. All you had to do was roll 
out of bed and go diving! 

The dive operation, Grand Bahama Scuba, is owned by 
Fred Riger and his wife Melinda. The short boat ride 
from the dock to the dive sites is enough time to check 
your gear and get ready to dive. Much of the coral has 
seen better days, but the abundance of fish and some easily accessible wrecks make up for it.  

One of the highlights is the relative abundance of sharks. On any give dive there was usually one Caribbean 
Reef shark swimming nearby. At shark junction, there were more than you could easily count. Unlike other 
operators, Fred takes a different approach to feeding the sharks. He never fed them once while we were there, 
but when he does he uses a bait bucket held off of a rope. With this method, the sharks do not have direct 
contact with Fred or the divers. This way, when they pass by (and they pass close by and frequently) you enjoy 
a more natural encounter with them. We also enjoyed a wonderful night dive feeding basket stars and 
searching for the octopus that we had seen during the day. The water was so clear that our lights made it feel 
almost like day time. 

Diving in October can be a little cooler than summer (upper 70’s to low 80’s) so our 3 mil suits came in handy. 
On our final day of diving, we were able to minimize some ocean swells with a deeper wreck dive. Hopefully 
Dan will be offering this trip to club members again in 2009 and we both recommend joining Dan for a 
relaxing and enjoyable week of diving.       

319 Court St, Plymouth 
508-746-3483 
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Trip Report: Holbox, Mexico by Jonathan Bird 
 
There are few places in the world where the diving lives up to the 
hype. There are even fewer places where the diving exceeds the 
hype-and Holbox, Mexico is one of them. Imagine heading an 
hour offshore, standing on the top of the boat and counting more 
than a dozen whale sharks feeding at the surface within 100 
yards. This happens nearly every morning for two months in 
Holbox. This is not a place where you might see one or two whale 
sharks during your trip if you are lucky, it's a place where you 
will see and swim with dozens of them every day.  They are 
protected, so they are not afraid of people.  They will continue to feed as you swim alongside.  It is simply the 
most magnificent and reliable whale shark encounter in the world and it's not even expensive.  The last two 
years have been phenomenal and we anticipate another great trip in 2009!  
 

Experience a one-in-a-lifetime adventure for only $1,499.00!  
Only 6 spots left for peak season in July.      
 For more info visit www.jonathanbird.net. 

From your NEADC Shore Dive Coordinator, Dan Sprague  

We are looking forward to a great shore dive season this year. Bring your calendar and join us for the shore 
dive planning meeting April 8th as we plan the dives for the season. Then, stay tuned to the E-News and our 
website for the online shore dive calendar and dive updates during the season.  

If you plan to participate in an NEADC shore dive you should contact the designated coordinator at least 2 
days prior to the dive date to let them that you are interested in attending. Decisions to cancel or modify dive 
plans (due to weather or other factors) are left to the discretion of the individuals who organize the dives. 
Confirming your attendance beforehand will help ensure that you are notified of any last minute 
changes. Likewise, if you confirm attendance but then cannot attend a dive for any reason, please notify the 
dive leader as soon as possible, so that the group does not wait for you at the meeting site on the day of the 
dive.  

 

From the archives….. 
  

June 1980 
During the winter of 1975 the New 
England Aquarium canvassed its 
membership for divers who would be 
interested in starting a dive club. The 
result was 60 enthusiastic members who 
went on to form a club which was 
incorporated in 1976.  
 

 We have come a long way! 
 

Editors Note:  
The New England Aquarium Dive Club is 
now the largest dive club in New 
England. Over the past years our dive 
events and programs have grown to be 
popular across New England from over 
250 divers for our Tropical Fish Hunts to 
the largest Great Annual Fish Count event 
in North America. We hope to see you at 
an upcoming meeting/event! 
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Boston Scuba Show 

 

Date:  Feb 28, 2009, 10am to 3pm 
Place:  Holiday Inn and Resort, Marlboro Mass, 
 Jct of Route 495 and 20, free parking.  

Tickets: $15 each. Show phone 978-525-3432 
 

 Featuring: Jonathan Bird with Kerry Hurd 
 Plus: 

∗ The birth of Technical Diving at the 
Sourth Shore Neptunes and Andros Is-
land, Bahamas 

∗ The Andrea Doria by Dave Clancy 
∗ The Lady of the Island by Chris and Fred 

Calhoun 

∗ The Illustrated Evolution of Scuba Gear 

 
Burlington, MA  
781-272-5164 

A full service dive shop offering: 

Snorkeling Lessons 
Open Water Dive Lessons 
Specialty Classes 
Equipment Sales 
Equipment Repair 
Air Refills 
Full Equipment Rental Department 
Dive Travel 
Dive Club 

The Fun Begins at Burlington SCUBA! 

 

Trip Report: Maldives  
by Joy Marzolf & Mark Potter 
 

Located just south of Sri Lanka and India in the Indian Ocean, 
the Maldives is a phenomenal dive destination. The Manthiri 
and its local crew, led by divemaster Moosa, provide fabulous 
service throughout the trip. Moosa, also a talented 
photographer, knows the best sites around this country of 
atolls.  
 
From visiting with George, the Napoleon wrasse, to white tip 
sharks, eagle rays, morays and numerous other fish the 

Maldives is a 
fantastic place to dive. In September, add whale sharks and 
mantas too numerous to count and this trip is not one to be 
missed.  
 
Check out photos from this past year’s trip and information on 
the next trip in Sept 2010 at www.massdiving.com.  
 
This trip is so phenomenal  I can’t wait to go back. I am 
already signed up for 2010! Even better than Australia! 
     -Joy 

Blue World TV now on PBS across the US! 
Congratulations to filmmaker and NEADC member Jonathan Bird 

 

Check out the latest programs by Jonathan Bird and Oceanic Research Group including The Mysterious 
Hammerhead, an expedition to learn more about these strange animals in the Galapagos.   
 

Visit www.blueworldTV.com for more information, to see completed episodes or download a podcast! 
Season 1 episodes now available on DVD. See also: www.oceanicresearch.org  
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New England Aquarium Dive Club Membership Form 

To join or renew, visit us online at www.neadc.org or fill out & send in the form below  

 

 

 

Type of Membership: New   _____ Renewal  _____ 
Has your address changed since last renewal? No     _____ Yes _____  previous town _________________ 

New England Aquarium Membership Categories: Choose One: 
           (Membership in the Dive Club requires current membership in the New England Aquarium) Free Admission IMAX Passes 

__   Associate   $75.00 + $15 (Dive Club Membership) =   $90.00 (Member + 1 guest)     NA 

__  Patron  $125.00 + $15 (Dive Club Membership) =  $140.00 (Member + 3 guests) 2 passes 

__  Ambassador   $175.00 + $15 (Dive Club Membership) =  $190.00 (Member + 5 guests) 4 passes 

__  Ocean Explorer $250.00 + $15 (Dive Club Membership) =  $265.00 (Member + 7 guests) 6 passes 

 For additional membership benefits and levels see www.neaq.org 

 
Name          Phone   

Address          *E-mail   

City   State Zip  

 
*Email  address is required for monthly NEADC e-Newsletters and event updates.   

Contact information will be used for Aquarium and Dive Club purposes only. 
 
Total Amount Enclosed $________________ (Dive Club dues plus Aquarium membership) 
 
 Please make your check payable to “New England Aquarium” or charge to: 
 
    MC / V / DISC / AMEX Account #             Expiration  
 
 Signature  
 

Mail to: Membership Department, New England Aquarium, Central Wharf, Boston MA  02110 

Join us for pre-General Meeting get-togethers at Jose’s! 
 

Come meet at Jose McIntyre’s prior to General Meetings the third Wednesday of the month from 5:30-6:30pm 
for drinks, appetizers, dinner, or to just say hi. If you are more of a late night person, we often walk together to 
a dinner place after the meeting. 
 

These get-togethers give you a chance to informally chat with officers and other members. If you are an active 
member, come out with us and help us greet people! 
 
Hope to see you there! Remember to get your Harbor Garage parking ticket stamped at the IMAX for a 
discounted rate! 
 

Directions to Jose McIntyre’s at 160 Milk Street, Boston: 
∗ Jose’s is easy walking distance from the Aquarium. 
∗ You can park in the Harbor Garage next to the Aquarium at a discount after 4:30pm. 
∗ Turn left when exiting the garage. This is Milk Street. 
∗ Continue across the street at the light and walk straight to the upcoming block.  
∗ Jose’s is on the right. Look for us at the tables along the far left wall. 



 

 

 

February 
18  Monthly Meeting:  
   Wayne Sentman: Midway Atoll 
28  Boston Scuba Show 
 

March 
7-9  Sea Rovers 
18  Monthly Meeting:  
   Ethan Gordon: Cocos 
 

April 
8  Shore Dive Planning Meeting 
15    Monthly Meeting 
 

May 
16  White Water Rafting, Deerfield MA 
20   Monthly Meeting 
30  Whale Watch: NEAq Voyager III 
 

June BIG Summer Newsletter mailing 
17   Monthly Meeting 
July 

15   Monthly Meeting 
24-26 Lobsterpalooza IV 
25  Great Annual Fish Count, Stage Fort Park 
 

September 
12  Tropical Fish Hunt: Fort Wetherill, RI 
19   Monthly Meeting 
 
*Shore Dives: Season planning meeting April 8th  

 

Boat and *Shore Dives:  
See upcoming E News, Summer Newsletter and 
NEADC.org for the latest schedule and updates 
 

*New Member Dives:  
First Saturday during the dive season after the 
General Meeting (see shore dive schedule at 
www.NEADC.org for details) 
  
* Be sure to contact the shore dive leader at least 2 

days prior to the dive 

NEADC Pre-Season Preview Calendar 2009 
Check www.neadc.org for dive details and the latest updates on shore* and boat dive calendars 

Central Wharf, Boston, MA  02110  


