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www.neadc.org Summer Newsletter 2013 

NEADC  

Monthly Meetings 

General Meetings 

Third Wednesday of each month at 
6:30 PM in the NEAq Harborside 

Learning Lab 

Please come and join us! 

Meetings are filled with great diving 
information.  We feature fabulous 
guest speakers and we learn where 
other members have been diving. 

Also, only members present at the 
meeting are eligible to win a dive in 
the Giant Ocean Tank! 
 

June 19, 2013 

The New England Fish ID lecture 
will be presented by Bob 
Michelson.  This is just in time for 
the Great Annual Fish Count! 
 

July 17, 2013 
Daniel Fernando, a scientist with 
the Manta Trust will be discussing 
his research surveying fish 
markets for manta ray landings in 
Sri Lanka. 
 

August 21, 2013 

Diving for lobsters? Come learn 
from the Department of Marine 
Fisheries about regulations 
(including lobster) for MA divers, 
plus a Q&A. 
 

Eat and Greet 

Before each General Meeting, from 
5:30 to 6:30 PM at Jose McIntyre’s 
on Milk Street. 
 

September 23, 2013 
Tropical Fish Rescue and BBQ! 
 
For up to date information on 
General Meetings, please check our 
website at http://www.neadc.org/
lng_nxtmeet.html. 

Great Annual Fish Count 

July 13, 2013 

Stage Fort Park 
 
 

Participants need to have a Reef member number.  A Reef member 
number is required in order to do a survey.  Complete and submit a 
survey for your raffle ticket. The process is painless! 

Becoming a REEF member --Go To: 

http://www.reef.org/user/register/member 
Join Reef and follow the directions on the site. 
 
Already a member, but forgot your REEF member number?  Go to 
http://www.reef.org/user/numberlookup  to lookup your Member 
number. If the e-mail lookup is not working, email data@reef.org and 
they can look up the number. 
 
Most dives begin at 8 am, with Maine dives starting at 7am. Sites with 
Coordinators are listed in the link below.  Register using our form at  
http://www.neadc.org/gafc/gafc_registration.html before July 1st to 
sign up for a dive. If there are any questions, email Bob Michelson at 
pbm.inc@verizon.net. 

Be sure to fill out the liability waiver. You can obtain it here: 
http://www.neadc.org/gafc/REEFliabilityrelease.pdf 
and bring it to your dive. The site coordinator will collect them. 
 
After the dives, participants fill out their surveys, and meet at Stage 
Fort Park. The survey papers are handed in and participants get 1 
raffle ticket. (1 raffle ticket / diver no matter how many surveys are 
handed in). The diver can choose what grand prize they wish to go for, 
but only 1 prize per diver can be won.  
 
There will be food and drinks available for a donation (suggested is 
$5.00), as well as a touch-tank and many other activities. Water, 
lemonade, and ice tea will be available for free, bring your own water 
bottle to help the environment!  Remember there is a fee for 
parking. 
 
The Raffle is drawn at 3:00 pm. The Grand prizes are pulled 1st 
followed by a general raffle. Prizes drawn in order of descending value. 
You must be present to win this year (or have someone 
designated to pick up your prize).  We will not be mailing prizes 
out. 
 

Hope to see you there!!!! 
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Pew Charitable Trusts Working to Improve  

New England’s Marine Environment 
By: Peter Baker 

 
Those of you in the diving community get close-up views of our marine environment in New England. The 
Northeast Fisheries Program of the Pew Charitable Trusts tries to keep the big picture in mind, as well, to 
ensure we’re wisely managing our resources and keeping our coastal ecosystems healthy. 

Our campaign works to establish science-based annual catch limits, strong monitoring programs and 
accountability in fisheries for cod, flounder and other “groundfish” as well as the small schooling species 
that serve as food for larger fish and marine mammals. 

Atlantic herring, menhaden and other small “forage fish” are a big deal for the ocean food web. These 
prey species feed whales, dolphins, seabirds, and the larger fish we love ― tuna, bluefish, and striped 
bass. But an industrial-scale fishing fleet is jeopardizing this key resource. 

We’re also working to protect the ocean habitat these fish need 
for spawning grounds and shelter. A pending management 
decision threatens some 5,000 square miles of fish habitat within 
five areas that have long been closed to bottom trawl fishing. We 
hope to persuade fisheries officials to keep these closed areas 
intact. Doing so will also benefit other marine animals known to 
use these areas, including sea turtles, harbor porpoises, and the 
critically endangered North Atlantic right whale. 

These are challenging times for New England’s coast and the 
people who depend upon ocean resources. Many important fish 
populations are at distressingly low levels, including the iconic 
Atlantic cod—a fish that helped build our region. This is largely due to the lingering effects of decades of 
chronic overfishing and habitat damage, but new threats now add insult to injury. We’re seeing dramatic 
changes in the composition of species in our waters, alarmingly high water temperatures, and the specter 
of increasing acidification of the oceans. Scientists warn these trends will likely increase in the coming 
years. 

Pew is working for a management system that will take into account the overall health of ocean 
ecosystems when making decisions about fishing and fish habitat. By working together and paying 
attention to what the ocean is telling us, we can help marine wildlife recover from past abuse and become 
more resilient as new challenges arise. 

photo of cod by Dieter Craasmann, used by permission. 

 

Peter Baker directs the northeast fisheries program for the Pew Charitable Trusts. Before joining Pew he was campaign director of the 
Cape Cod Commercial Hook Fishermen’s Association. He lives on Cape Cod in Chatham, MA.  
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Southern Visitors Come to New England! 

By Jo Blasi 
 

Diving in New England has many rewards. Our local waters have a large diversity of animals and 
environments to explore…if you can stand the cold. Sea stars, mussels, urchins, flounder, lobster and a 
myriad of other organisms make New England home. For a short period of time, however, these local animals 
are joined by their tropical cousins who are whisked hundreds of miles away from their Caribbean home. How 
does this happen? The Gulf Stream! 
 
The Gulf Stream is a warm water current that originates off of 
Florida and flows northward along the eastern coast of the United 
States. It’s a powerful current, transporting a massive amount of 
water - close to 8 billion gallons of water per second! The Gulf 
Stream is also fast-moving, with water near the surface traveling at 6 
miles per hour. Anything caught in its path doesn’t stand a chance 
and is swept up by the current and moved along with it. Eggs, larvae 
and juvenile fish from Caribbean and the Bahamas are pushed up 
the East Coast and often deposited in the waters of southern New 
England. 
 
Fortunately for these lost fish, the New England Aquarium and the NEADC plan an annual “fish rescue”, a 
late summer/early fall dive trip to Rhode Island in search of these "southern visitors." Divers look for cowfish, 
juvenile permits, trunkfish, butterfly fish and other tropical species in the area, collecting any animals that they 
find. It’s good fortune for an animal if they are caught! As the Gulf Stream retreats and weather turns colder, 
these tropical fish wouldn’t stand a chance against the harsh New England winter. 
 

Once collected, the juvenile fish are transported back to the Aquarium’s holding 
facility. After being admitted by husbandry staff, the animals go through a 
mandatory 30-day quarantine process to make sure they are healthy. Even 
once their 30 days are up, many of the animals remain behind the scenes 
growing until they are large enough to swim with other animals on exhibit. Most 
of these tropical animals head to the 200,000 gallon Giant Ocean Tank with its 
replica Caribbean reef. However, these southern visitors can end up in other 
exhibits throughout the Aquarium! 
 
So if you find yourself diving in southern New England this fall, take a look 
around you. You might see an animal that has travelled far from home. And if 
you find yourself at the Aquarium, take a look at our Giant Ocean Tank. Some 

of these Caribbean animals have been collected in waters closer than you might think! 

Juvenile cowfish collected in Rhode Island as part 
of a New  England Aquarium “fish rescue”. (Credit: 
John Correa)  

Imagery taken by NASA’s MODIS satellite. The reds 
indicate warmer temperatures, the blues colder sea 
surface temperatures. (Credit: Earth Observatory/

NASA).  

…..AND…..Speaking of Tropical Fish……. 
 

Come to the 2013 Tropical Fish Rescue and BBQ!!! 
This is a great family event, especially for the kids! There will be seining, diving and snorkeling, music, silent auction, 
and a variety of great food. There will be a large touch tank set up, for all to enjoy, with lobsters, crabs, starfish, baby 
tropical fish, etc.  All are welcome. Join us for a fun filled day!  

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT THE COTTING SCHOOL  
 

When:  Sat Sep 28, 2013  
Where:  Fort Whetheril, Jamestown RI  

For Detailed Information go to http://www.neadc.org/tropicalfish/  

 
Jo Blasi is a senior educator at the New England Aquarium.  After receiving her degree in Marine Science, Jo wanted to combine 
her passion for the oceans as well as a desire to teach others about the amazing world of water.  The Aquarium seemed to be the 
perfect fit!  Over the past eight years, Jo has educated Aquarium visitors about coastal New England tidepools, sea turtle rescues, 
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Collecting in New England 

By Bill Murphy 
 
We all know the difference between tropical diving and diving around New 
England, the colder temperatures, the poor visibility and the thicker wetsuits.  
Without a doubt, New England has some spectacular dive sites and amazing 
creatures of our own up here but take the poor visibility and the colder waters 
and add another degree of difficulty, trying to find and collect animals, it just 
makes your job that much harder! 

 
It is part of my job as one of the collection divers for the New England 

Aquarium (NEAq) to go out 
and find animals to bring back, in good condition, to display 
for the public.  A select group of staff here at the NEAq love 
to go diving and will use any excuse to get out of the 
building and spend the day collecting animals for the 
exhibits.  That dedication has no bounds as we have been 
known to dive in the middle of February to collect rocks!!  
We will dive all over the Boston Harbor Islands, shores 
dives around Nahant, Gloucester, Rockport, and even 
transport our 26’ Eastern boat to Lubec Maine.  Most of our 
dives are from our boat, the Lophius, because it is easier for 
us to reach certain dive sites and faster for us to get back to 
the aquarium with animals in the holding tank.  When we’re 
out collecting we are always looking for animals that would 
be good for our exhibits like rock gunnels, sea stars, 
urchins, orange footed cucumbers, anemones, grubby sculpins, flounders, everything.  When you walk 
around the aquarium and see local animals, most of them have been hand caught by someone here at the 
aquarium. 

We can dive either using Aquarium supplied gear or our own personal 
gear.  I prefer my own gear because I know it fits me (it’s hard to find 
gear that fits Tall and Lanky) but all the gear is inspected by our Dive 
Safety Officer, John Hanzl, to make it’s up to date.  We don’t use 
anything special while diving, just regular dry suits or wetsuits with 
Aluminum 80s, no mix gases, and a little extra weight to keep us down on 
the bottom.  And then add on all the nets, catch bags, special vinyl bags 
made to hold delicate animals, lights and lift bags and you’ve got a 
serious set up to roll with off the back of a boat! 
All the divers here have a passion for diving which makes going out and 

diving with them a lot of fun and nothing like actual work. 

Bill Murphy is a Senior Aquarist in the Northern Water Gallery of the Aquarium and the Aquarium’s liaison to the NEADC.  He is 
the trip leader for the Eastport Collection Expedition and has participated in Bahamas Collection Trips as well.  Bill’s passion for 
diving has lead him to get his PADI Divemaster Certification and help with the Aquarium Sea Turtle dive program. 

Photo courtesy Val Feehan 2013 

Photo courtesy Val Feehan 2013 

Photo courtesy Val Feehan 2013 

From your Program Director:  Joy Marzolf 

 
We hope you will join us for great speakers this summer.  Just in time for the Great Annual Fish Count in July 
is the Fish ID refresher seminar at the June General Meeting.  July’s General Meeting will host Daniel 
Fernando of the Manta Trust.  In August, join us for the latest from the Department of Marine Fisheries on 
lobsters and much more.   
 

Stay tuned to your E-News, Facebook, and the NEADC website for the latest information. 
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It’s Dive Season….Time to Get Your Gear Serviced! 

By Whitney Boyle, Undersea Divers, Inc. 

If you are a serious diver, you probably have purchased your own gear. As we all know, this is isn’t a cheap 
sport and keeping your gear in good working order is essential to prolonging its life. So you should be asking 
yourself, what can I do to keep my gear functioning at its peak performance level, and how can I keep my 
gear in the best shape it can be?  Make sure you have it serviced. 

Probably the most important reason to have your gear regularly checked by a technician is salt. We all know 
that salt corrodes everything! It will cause metal to corrode, O-rings to dry out and your equipment to not 
function properly and could pose a dangerous situation if in the water. Another reason to maintain your gear 
is some manufacturers require you to conduct an annual overhaul in 
order to maintain the equipment’s warranty.  

Regulators: You should have an experienced technician complete 
an overhaul once a year on your regulator regardless of how many 
times you may have used it. Even regulators that have not hit the 
water in a year can still have dried out O-rings.  You should always 
rinse off your regulator in fresh water (even if you have only been in 
chlorine) to rinse away the salt after every dive. Don’t forget to put 
the 1st stage dust cover on before rinsing! Store your regulator in a 
cool dry place, out of the sun.  

BCDs: When the technician overhauls a BCD (which you should do annually) she or he look for leaks in the 
bladder as well as replaces all of the parts within the inflator. After every dive you should wash the BCD in 
fresh water including the inside of the bladder. Make sure the inflator is thoroughly rinsed as well.  Hang your 
BCD in a cool dry place, out of the sun.  

Computers: Computers contain a battery that should be changed every year regardless of use. We 
recommend having an experienced technician do this so that the o-ring that seals the battery is fitted properly 
which will reduce the risk of leaking. You will see new computers featuring a user replaceable battery which 
might be appealing, but make sure you correctly seal the o-ring. The last thing you want is a flooded 
computer! Make sure your computer gets rinsed in fresh water while rinsing your regulator off.  

Tanks: There are 2 types of inspections that your tank(s) need to go through in order to maintain its 
performance and safety. The first inspection is called a Visual Inspection, also called a “VIP”.  A visual 
inspection is required every year. If you do not get your tank visually inspected, most stores and resorts will 
not fill your tank until it has been properly inspected.  In a visual inspection the technician will open the tank 
and inspect it for cracks or any contaminants as well as replacing o-rings within the tank valve. The technician 
will then put a sticker on your tank with a Month and Year of when the inspection was completed. The second 
inspection is a Hydrostatic test also known as a Hydro. A hydro inspection needs to be completed every 5 
years and is required by the DOT. This type of inspection is a pressure test where they put the tank under 
pressure to make sure the tank itself is structurally sound and can handle its working pressure. After the test, 
the technician stamps the tank with a month and year the hydro test was completed.  

Check with your local dived shop about gear 
service to inquire about brands they service 
and their costs. At Undersea Divers, we give 
you free annual service (labor & parts) when 
you purchase a new piece of gear, making 
gear maintenance hassle free and easier on 
your wallet.  
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 Scalloping in New England 
By Marissa Wozniak 

 

I jump into the cold water and give my gear a final check on the surface.  The captain of the dive boat throws me a dive 
flag and I start to descend slowly, unraveling the flag line as I go.  As I continue to sink, the fuzzy brown below me 
slowly comes into focus and I can see the bottom contours.  I have arrived.  Time to get to work.  I navigate the silty 
bottom, looking for diver’s gold.  Scallops!  

 
Each time I come upon one of the large, well camouflaged 
creatures, I pick it up to make sure it meets the state’s minimum 
size - 3.5 inches across, or larger than my palm in neoprene 
gloves, and check it to make sure it is still occupied.  Often, the 
scallops die with their shells intact and still together.  These shells 
fill with silt and make a good home for crabs and rock 
gunnels.  They are easy to mistake for live scallops - they are just 
as heavy as a live scallop - but they create an unwelcome and 
muddy surprise when the diver starts to shuck their catch at the 
surface. 
 
I collect scallop after scallop, filling my large catch bag.  Along the 
way, I encounter a variety of creatures who make this area their 
home - ocean pouts, flounder, angry lobsters and skates.  As I fill 
my bag, it gets heavier and heavier.  Eventually it is a chore to 
carry it with me, so I leave it in one place, swim around and collect 

all of the scallops in that area, and then deposit them into the bag and drag it to a new spot.  Once in a while I come 
upon baby scallops - no larger than my fingernail - they are more mobile than their older siblings and swim around me 
by opening and closing their shells rapidly.  I do my best not to disturb them, they are so cute! 
 
Once my bag is full, I tie the flag tightly to the bag, several times over.  Then I ascend, using the flag line as a 
reference.  I make a safety stop at 15 feet and then continue to the surface.  Once there I wave to the boat and give 
them the okay sign, and they head over to pick me up.  Once I am aboard, the captain pulls up my bag with the flag 
line.  It is so full!  I did a great job today.  I’ll be eating well for a while.   
 
Now the real work begins - time to shuck the scallops.  Massachusetts state law allows for a diver to take 4 quarts of 
shucked meat - that is a lot of scallops!  I take my time shucking, making sure that I remove all of the meat - this is too 
valuable to throw overboard.  Americans typically eat only the adductor muscle of the animal - the cylindrical muscle 
that keeps the 2 shells together.  The rest is thrown overboard, and becomes food for other hungry sea 
creatures.  Eating just the adductor muscle means that scallops can be caught regardless of red tide warnings in an 
area - the microorganisms that make up red tide do not invade the muscle.   
 
Diver-caught scallops are a responsible way to enjoy seafood.  The effort and resources put into diver harvested 
scallops rarely equals the value of the catch.  But it is fun, which always makes it worth it.  Usually, most scallops 
available in the supermarket and restaurants are caught using a trawl net - a giant (often metal) net that scrapes the 
sea floor, picking scallops and all of the other wonderful creatures that I encountered.  Those other creatures are 
netted and killed along with the scallops, even though they are not the intended target.  Bottom trawlers are supposed 
to only trawl far away from shore, but sometimes you’ll come upon a scallop bed that you have visited before, only to 
find that the entire ocean floor has been wiped clean.  Additionally, often commercially caught scallops are soaked in a 
phosphate solution which makes them appear whiter, and makes them heavier, so that the consumer pays more.   
 
I could never eat all of the scallops I catch right away - however, I would never waste them.  Many divers have their 
own preferred method of freezing their scallop catch.  I take them right home from the boat, and divide them into 
smaller plastic bags, usually putting one meal’s worth of scallops in each bag.  I don’t clean them, I leave them in their 
own juice.  Then I freeze the bags for up to 6 months.  When I want to use a bag, I thaw it and then rinse each scallop 
individually and let them dry out in a colander.  They taste just as fresh as they day I caught them! 

Marissa has been diving for 15+ years and loves diving in the North Atlantic.  She works at the MIT Media Lab, 
and on weekends she is crew (soon to be captain) with Cape Ann Charters.  She also teaches scuba for 
United Divers.  Her favorite dive sites are the wrecks in Stellwagen Bank and Niles Beach. 

Photo Credit: Val Feehan 2012 
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Sailing across the Indonesia aboard MSY Seahorse 

By Anna Krowczynska  
 
This spring I embarked on an epic voyage across the Indonesia from 
Raja Amapat (West Papua) to Alor (West Timor) making frequent stops 
to dive in remote places that are too far apart to usually be explored in 
one trip.  
 
We started at Raja Ampat , the most unspoiled and wild coral reefs in 
the world.  The number and variety of fish there is mind boggling, not to 
mention beautiful soft corals, huge gorgonians and variety of sponges. 
We were diving during the day and moving the boat at night. From 
Misool area we moved to East Seram, Maluku. We dove reef, walls 
and pinnacles.  At Batu Kapal, we encountered a very large school of 
pyramid butterfly fish, something that even our guide dives said was 

rare. Because of the strong currents that can change direction rapidly, diving in Indonesia can be challenging. 
In Banda Sea we stopped at famous Manuk – snake Island. We weren’t disappointed with the number and 
variety of the sea snakes that were swimming around not paying any attention to intruders in their midst. The 
snakes are poisonous, but not aggressive and oblivious to flashing 
strobes and photographers taking pictures. 
 
We also visited one of the spice islands and saw a nutmeg and cinnamon 
plantation. Although similar in many ways, it wasn’t the Spice Island of 
North Maluku that the British and Dutch exchanged for another famous 
island in the North Atlantic. That island, not too far from Boston, was 
called New Amsterdam, now known as Manhattan! 

 
In Romang we dove more beautiful 
reefs and even visited a partially 
submerged cave full of bats and crabs 
clinging to the walls. Unfortunately, even in this 
remote location we saw garbage on the shore, mostly plastic bottles and 
flip flops. There are no more unspoiled oceans thanks to human lack of 
concern and cavalier attitude towards nature. We ended our trip in Alor 

where we did some muck diving.  
 

In the end we covered 1,200 nautical miles, used 600 tons of diesel fuel (we battled some very strong 
currents which caused some detours and shorten our itinerary), took hundreds of pictures (every person on 
board had at least one underwater camera) and have many memories of an unforgettable trip.      

Photo: Credit: Anna Krowczynska  

Photo: Credit: Anna Krowczynska  

Photo: Credit: Anna Krowczynska  

Anna Krowczynska is a long-time diver and a member of the New England Aquarium Dive club.  Anna is currently Secretary 
of the NEADC board.  

From your Environmental Coordinator:  Tiffany Fowlie 
Think BLUE this dive season! 

We have some of the most beautiful coastlines in the world, and we all play an important role in maintaining 
them.  Like so many of us always do, use reusable shopping bags and always recycle plastic bags and 
bottles when you use them. Every dive, bring a catch bag and pick up trash in the water and on the beach. 
BC pockets are great places to gather trash, too.  We can make a huge difference by doing these small things 
together! 
 
World Oceans Day is June 8, 2013.  On that Saturday morning, we will be organizing a beach and 
underwater cleanup to kick off our “We Clean up Each Dive” annual campaign.  Look for more details to 
come, or contact me at environmental@neadc.org.  It will be a great way to clean our coastline, and meet 
other club members and fellow divers! 
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A SOMEWHAT OLD DIVER 

By: Alan Budreau 
 
I feel a bit younger having heard that the world-class underwater 
photographer Stan Waterman is just hanging up his fins at age 90.  
 
In 1967, I helped run a  trip through McFail’s cave just west of Albany, 
NY, it was also the year I started my day job as a physicist at Hanscom 
Air Force Base. 
 
At McFail’s, we went a couple difficult miles back into the cave and 
stopped at what was known as the “terminal siphon,” where the ceiling 
touched the water. I exclaimed that  “this is the end.” One of the fellow 
grad students, Barry Allen, commented, “If we had SCUBA, we could go 
on from here.” Barry was a Great Lakes diver from the Chicago area. He 
and I spearheaded a trip to do just that. We had a marvelous 7 person 
team with Barry and another experienced diver and very experienced 
caver, Brian Pease. To organize the trip, Barry, Brian and some of the 
rest practiced SCUBA in the Adams House pool at Harvard University. 
There I tried out SCUBA gear for the first time. In late winter, we did the 
dive, which was a success, extending the cave by a few hundred feet, 
before reaching an additional siphon.  

 
Along with 2 friends, I took Fred Calhoun and Cecile (Chris) Christenson’s SCUBA class in the Cambridge 
YMCA in 1968. With Barry Allen’s help, I did my first dive outside the pool in the Quincy Quarry on a 
moonlight night. Somehow I managed to lose track of my mouthpiece and did my first controlled emergency 
swimming ascent from about 40 feet. After that, Barry and I did a number of dives, including some in light 
snowstorms. 
 
Around 1971, I took the combined YMCA and NAUI instructor course run by Fred Calhoun and the late Frank 
Scalli. It was a weekend tour of southern New England by pool; we started and finished in the Boston YMCA, 
with trips to the Connecticut College for Women, and the Hartford Y, among others. On the Hartford weekend, 
we did a lake dive where I managed to drop my mask but recovered it. For our final weekend, we were at the 
Ralph Waldo Emerson Inn in Rockport, and did a boat dive and bailout (jump off the deck wearing wet suit, 
weight belt and front mounted vest, with tank & regulator- air turned off - mask, fins, and snorkel in 2 hands, 
and get it all on and working while sinking to the bottom) in Gloucester Harbor. 
 
Shortly after that, a number of us went on a trip Fred & Chris organized to Small Hope Bay Lodge on South 
Andros, the largest of the Bahama Islands. At that time, they would regularly take experienced divers to a 
ledge at 185 feet on the west edge of the Tongue of the Ocean, a deep (3,000 ft.) channel in the Bahama 
Bank. On one of these dives the water was so clear and calm that, from 185 ft., I could see the clouds!  This 
was my first tropical diving experience. I do about 97 percent of my diving locally. 
 
I bought out Fred’s teaching operation, which involved a number of YMCAs. My first practice was to assist 
Jerry Comeau in the Cambridge YMCA pool, where my job was to turn off air, pull off fins, and flood masks. 
And my first experience teaching on my own was to meet Fred at the Brockton Y pool and he quickly left, 
leaving me with 22 students! I was terrified, but things only got better after that!  
 
Around 1976, Jimmy O'Connell, who worked for the NEAq invited me to join him in an evening dive in the 
Giant Ocean Tank (GOT) for a party. I found it a strange experience, feeling like a tropical dive, except for 
looking out through the windows at the guests in evening clothes with drinks in their hands! I have now lost 
count, but think I have done about 10 GOT dives.  A couple of times I have managed them at the times of 
grandson’s birthdays. While in the tank, I would whip out a NEAq T-shirt with Happy Birthday on it and take 
off my mask to make sure that they would recognize me.  

Continued next page…. 



 9 

 

 

Continued...RECOLLECTIONS OF A SOMEWHAT OLD DIVER 
 
I have managed to get in dives off the Florida Keys, California, Washington State, Nova Scotia, western 
Ireland (well north of us, but warmer due to the Gulf Stream!), Cayman Brac, Bonaire, Dominica, Roatan, 
and off Cannes, France, in the Mediterranean.  The latter was interesting, in that it was a dusk dive to 
Grotto de Msr Yves Le Prieur . This is a pinnacle about 100 yards south of a light house just east of 
Cannes. The top is the ultimate hazard to navigation, being about 3 feet below the surface and unmarked! 
Lots of boat bottom paint on it! But it is shaped a bit like a rock Eiffel Tower, with a wide swim-through at the 
bottom at 60 ft. There the French divers have placed bronze bust of Msr Prieur, who they feel was never 
given proper credit. He invented SCUBA in 1925, way before Cousteau. He was a Lieutenant in the French 
navy. His SCUBA was adopted by the French Navy in 1935.  
 

I am looking forward to the 2013 local dive season, and some tropical diving this summer, and maybe diving 
off northern CA in August. And I will be throwing my card in the hat for the GOT dives a couple of times this 
year!  

 
 
Alan Budreau is a long time member of the NEADC.  He is the master of ceremonies of the annual Boston 
SCUBA Show (March 1, 2014).  He still teaches SCUBA at Hanscom Airforce Base and now lives in Essex 
MA, where he hopes to do much more local diving. 

Announcing:  NEADC Bahamas Trip 2014 
Join us for a special NEADC dolphin and shark diving trip to 
the Bahamas on March 15-21, 2014!   
 
We are chartering the Dolphin Dream, leaving from West Palm 
Beach for a 7 day, 6 night trip. We will be visiting Tiger Beach, 
known for tiger and lemon sharks, playing with spotted dolphins 
and diving various other sites including hotspots for great 
hammerhead sharks.  A number of us in the club have been on 
this fantastic trip in the past with Jonathan Bird and thought it 
would make a great club trip!   
 
This is a very reasonable liveaboard with inexpensive airfare to 
Florida.  Rates for the week are $1834 per person and includes all 
diving and meals  onboard 
the boat.  It does not include 
airfare/transfer.  While this 
trip is mainly for divers, 
snorkelers would also enjoy 
the time with the dolphins. 
 
Please contact Joy Marzolf 
programs@neadc.org) for 
more details. A deposit is 
required to hold your spot if you sign up for the trip. 

 2013 NEADC Officers 

President:  Rick Rosa 

president@neadc.org 
 
Vice President:  Uma Mirani 
vicepresident@neadc.org 
 
Business Manager: Julia Cichowski 
business@neadc.org 
 
Program Director: Joy Marzolf 
programs@neadc.org 
 
Membership Director: Bob Munson 
membership@neadc.org 
 
Secretary: Anna Krowczynska 
secretary@neadc.org 
 
Environmental Affairs: Tiffany Fowlie 
environmental@neadc.org 
 
Webmaster: Steve Whitford 
webmaster@neadc.org 
 
Newsletter: Val Feehan 
newsletter@neadc.org 

Dive Coordinators: 

Boat Dives: Dan Sprague Shore Dives: Greg Pease 
boatdive@neadc.org    shoredive@neadc.org 



 

 

 

June  

8   We Clean Up Each Dive Campaign  

  Launch; Beach and Underwater  

  cleanup 

19 General Meeting– Fish ID refresher seminar 

22   New Member Dive 

July  

13  Great Annual Fish Count 

17 General Meeting—Daniel Fernando, Manta 
 Trust 

20 New Member Dive 

August  

21  General Meeting -Dept. of Marine Fisheries  

 Regs Including Lobster, other topics, Q&A 

August 

24 New Member Dive 

September  

18  General Meeting - TBA 

21 New Member Dive 

28 Tropical Fish Hunt and BBQ 

October 

16  General Meeting—TBA 

27  New Member dive and Underwater Pumpkin  

  Carving 

NEADC Summer to Fall Calendar 2013  
Check www.neadc.org and Facebook for the latest updates  

Central Wharf, Boston, MA  02110  

Boat and *Shore Dives: See the E-News and NEADC.org for the latest schedule and updates 

* Be sure to contact the shore dive leader at least one day prior for details and in case of location 
change 

*New Member Dives: 1st Saturday after the General Meeting (Dives open to all members!) 
   (see shore dive schedule at www.neadc.org for more details)  


