
 

 

 

New England Aquarium Dive Club, Inc.  
 

www.neadc.org Summer Newsletter 2014 

NEADC  

Monthly Meetings 
 

General Meetings 
Third Wednesday of 
each month 6:30 PM 

NEAq Harborside Learning Lab 
 

Please come and join us! 
 
Meetings are filled with great diving 
information.  We feature fabulous guest 
speakers and we learn where other 
members have been diving. 
 
Also, only members present at the 
meeting are eligible to win a dive in the 
Giant Ocean Tank! 
 

June 18, 2014 
The New England Fish Identification 
lecture will be presented by Bob 
Michelson.  This is just in time for the 
Great Annual Fish Count 
 

July 16, 2014 
Dr. John Mandelman:  Solving a Cod-
undrum, the survival of an iconic New 
England fish. 
 

July 26, 2014 
Great Annual Fish Count 
 

August 20, 2014 
Amy Fleischer:  Studying the “tricky fish” 
of the Solomon Islands. 
 

Sept 20, 2014 
Tropical Fish Rescue and BBQ 
Fort Wetherill, Jamestown, RI 
9:30 AM—4:30 PM 
(rain date 9/27/14) 
 

Eat and Greet 
Before each General Meeting, from 5:30 
to 6:30 PM at The Times Irish Pub on 
Broad Street. 
 
For up to date information on general 
Meetings, Please check our website at 
www.neadc.org. 

Great Annual Fish Count 

July 26, 2014 

Stage Fort Park 

Did you know that the New England Aquarium Dive Club has 
sponsored the Great Annual Fish Count for the past 12 years? 
 

Did you know that for almost every single one of those years, our dive 
club has hosted the largest fish count event? Did you know that our 
count is larger than the one in Florida? 
 

In order for us to once again claim the title of the largest fish count in 
the country (galaxy?), we need you to come join us on July 26, 2014 
and count fish and invertebrates while you are diving. 
 

 Prior to July 26th 
1) Register with NEADC at www.neadc.org/gafc/ 
2) Obtain a REEF Member# (membership is free)  
Becoming a REEF member --Go To: 
http://www.reef.org/user/register/member 
Forgot your REEF Member # - Go To: 
http://www.reef.org/user/numberlookup 
3) Complete a liability waiver and BRING IT WITH YOU 
http://www.neadc.org/gafc/REEFliabilityrelease.pdf 
 

 On July 26th 
Go on a fish count while you are diving. 
 

If you wish to join a group, you can look at our website to see where 
divers will be gathering.  Or, you can do your dive in your favorite 
secret location.   
 

After diving and counting, return to Stage Fork Park BEFORE 2:00 pm 
to submit your fish count directly to REEF.  In addition to the number of 
fish you observe, you will need to know your location, the type of 
bottom surface, time you entered the water, length of time you dove, 
visibility, whether or not there was current, water temp and average 
depth (most of this is on your dive computer). 
 

Every diver who completes at least one survey will receive 1 raffle 
ticket. 
 

Once again this year, we have many dive shops and charter operators 
who have donated wonderful gift items to be raffled off to those who 
submit fish count surveys. 
 

Beginning at 1:00 PM a cookout will ensue.  A donation of $5 will be 
appreciated to cover the cost of food to the club. 
 

For additional information, please see our website  
www.neadc.org/gafc/ or contact Joy Marzolf at programs@neadc.org. 
 

 Volunteers Needed on July 26th 

Please contact Tiffany Fowlie at environmental@neadc.org 



 

 

What Sport Divers Can Do to Save the Sea 

By: Les Kaufman 
 
I am a marine scientist, so not surprisingly I’m also 
a diver.  I love diving, do not really mind getting 
distracted by the peace and beauty of being 
underwater, and confess that I do sometimes just 
leave the work be, and blimp around enjoying 
myself.  It’s also fun to do the blimping around 
with other people just for the sheer joy of sharing 
the peace and the beauty.  Unfortunately, over the 
40 years of my diving career, a lot of the beauty 
has gone out of the sea, and when I see this, it is 
hard to feel peaceful.  I feel especially unsettled 
when fellow divers fail to notice, or avoid raising 
their voices about what’s going onLbecause they 
can and must be a big part of setting things right. 
 
For most of us, diving is a way of relaxing.  A very 
exciting and adventuresome way, as it happensLat times, almost orgasmic.  Worrying about a dying ocean 
breaks the mood.  Well, suck it up.  If we want to keep getting that high, we’re going to have to do something 
about what’s going on around us.  Coral reefs all over the world really are in a death spiral.  You won’t notice 
this too much if you are very careful about choosing from the shrinking pool of destinations where coral reefs 
are still in excellent shape, and where big animals still do congregate.  Unless you’re fabulously wealthy, 
though, you have taken advantage of closer or less expensive vacation spots, in which case you’ve seen 
what I’m talking about.  Overfishing is rife in all but a very few places, and large fish have become a rare 
sight.  Consequently, in local waters, our attentions may have shifted to lobster, or sea anemones.  Imagine 
what a dive on Cape Cod would be like if the waters were full of huge cod, the way things used to be.  New 
England rivers were once thick with herring, salmon, and sturgeon every spring when all would run upstream 
to spawn.  Dams, pollution, and overfishing have impoverished our backyard underwater world.  The herrings, 
sand lance, and other small silver fishes that fuel the offshore cornucopia are fishery targets themselves, 
taking food from the mouths of wildlife that we also value, but alive and swimming around so we can enjoy 
seeing them. 
 
We have a choice.  We can do nothing, just getting what’s left while we can.  Or, we can paint the ocean that 
can be, that we want to be living in, and convince others to join us in making it so. 
 
Divers can contribute to ocean conservation in at least four ways: as witnesses, as activists, as teachers, and 

as participants.  All four are needed 
badly right here at home in New 
England.  Bearing witness is simple: 
you must see things and tell others 
about them.  Mostly good things.  
Cashes Ledge, one of the most 
beautiful dives in the Gulf of Maine, 
should of course (from a diver’s 
perspective) be sacrosanct and closely 
guarded, ensuring a future for its forests 
of multicolored kelp and tornadoes of 
giant cod and pollack.  Right now, 
though, Cashes Ledge is on the block: 
without a strong statement of public 
outrage, it will soon be opened to 
fishing.   

continued page 6 
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Mi Cozumel, Mi Cielo 

By: Eileen Byrne 
I’ve recently returned from a week-long trip in Cozumel.  If you haven’t 
been there, you really owe it to yourself to go.  The water is actually 
as blue as it appears in photos; it is not photoshopped!  If you have 
been there before, perhaps it’s time for a return.  There are new 
things happening. 
 
We dove with Sergio Sandoval Sr. and Aquatic Sports.  Sergio has 
been diving the reefs of Cozumel for about 40 years, and knows them 
as well as he knows his children.  He has been recording the changes 
over time as well as the impact from hurricanes and climate change 
on the reefs.  He knew Jacques Cousteau, his sons, and just last year 
reunited with Jean-Michel during ScubaFest, a local event designed 
to drive awareness of the island and its offerings. 
 
Our trip started off as most others at Santa Rosa Wall, a typical Cozumel wall with huge columns of coral formations that 
you can swim between and sometimes even through, little nooks and crannies to peek into, and offers glimpses into the 
vast deep blue. 
 
Over the next few days we continued to tick off the typical dives of Yucab, Las Palmas, Cedral Wall, and some of the 
Palancar sites.  One day we visited Palancar Bricks, a first for me, and for almost 45 minutes our guide Cristobal had us 
weaving throughout the pinnacles as I experienced sheer wonderment of the beauty that so few of us as fortunate 
enough to see.   At the end of the dive we hit sand patches where some folks have arranged some of the bricks to spell 
NAUI.  Just after that we came upon an old anchor and then some garden eels, which had me mesmerized for about 5 
minutes or so until it was time to ascend.   As long as Cris is my guide, I think this is my new favorite dive site. 
 
The next day we were treated to their VIP service, and went out on the larger boat Big Time.   We easily cruised to the 
southern tip of the island where we dove Maracaibo.   Similar to Devil’s Throat, this is a spectacular advanced dive but 
the current at Maracaibo is usually stronger than at Punta Sur, so it is a bit more of a challenge.  While the underwater 
aspect didn’t seem different from all the other sites, getting back on the boat in the swells appeared to be a bit of a 
challenge, but with ample crew in and out of the water, it was a piece of cake, or as the Mexicans say, “es pan comido”. 
 
Normally we just drift during the surface interval, but today we moored at El Cielo where we did some snorkeling in the 
most breathtaking crystal blue waters with huge sea stars.  Operators are now offering snorkeling trips to El Cielo on a 
regular basis, and if you can’t get there during a surface interval, I suggest that you make a trip on your off-gassing day.  
Words and even photos cannot describe the beauty, and the place is called “heaven” for a reason. 
 
Our next day we trekked south again to Cuatro Piedras, or Four Stones.  This is another enormous pinnacle formation 
that is a bit different from the typical wall dives and platform reefs of Cozumel.  Like Maracaibo, some of the Palancar 
sites, and Punta Sur, the coral formations here can be over 180 feet tall. 
 
One of our last dives was at Cedral Wall, and we were rewarded with turtle after turtle after turtle, sometimes seeing 
three at a time.  I stopped counting at 15, and this has easily become my personal best.  With low current that day, our 
photographers were in heaven. 
 
We spent five days diving just two tanks per day, but were offered the option of either a third day dive or adding in a 
night dive.  We also had the option of sliding our dives later so that one of our two dives would be a night dive.  

Unfortunately my group was not interested in night dives, and our two days 
south on the island were long enough that a third dive would have turned into 
a night dive.  If you do go to Cozumel, I highly suggest a night dive.  My last 
night dive was at Paradise Reef, and we saw over 12 octupuses.  It’s also 
very interesting to watch or even just see the protective bubbles that the 
parrotfish build around themselves. 
 
Aquatic Sports includes a full lunch of sandwiches and fruit, and includes 
freshly made-on-the-boat guacamole, pico de gallo, and occasionally even 
ceviche.  The crew is very attentive to ensuring the guests are properly 
hydrated, and after the first gear set-up, take care of everything for you.  
Sergio Sr. is getting to the point where he isn’t out diving every day, day after 
day, so if you want to dive with a legend, do it soon.  If asked, he will 
put together a group video for free, and loves helping  continued p.7 
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What is sidemount diving and why would I want to try it? 

By: Joe George 
 
Sidemount diving originated in the cave diving field, basically to 
get cave divers into spots they were unable to go with back 
mounted cylinders. The smaller profile allowed travel through 
some passages (or "restrictions") that could not be travelled 
before.  The first time I was exposed to it was on one of my trips 
to the Florida caves.  Connie (my wife) and I were there in July in 
approximately 350o F temperatures.  We were all dressed up in 
our dry suits and carrying our double 130 ft3 tanks for what 
seemed about 13 miles to the shore to get into the spring for the 
dive.  While walking, we watched people wearing shorts and tee 
shirts moving their tanks to the water using fridge carts.  We had 
a beautiful dive and on the way back to the COJO van, we noted 
another group bringing their tanks, again in shorts and, again 
with a fridge cart instead of the more traditional torture of carrying 
them on their backs. 
 
When I returned to Canada, I wasted no time and began researching sidemounting extensively.  There was 
no real exposure yet in an “Open Water” environment, either for recreational or technical diving however, 
being a Bay of Fundy diver I saw great benefits in carrying the tanks to the water’s edge prior dressing in,  
wearing all the weight required to overcome the positive buoyancy from the result of extreme undergarments.  
Tides here in the bay range approximately 20 to 25 feet between high and low so when doing a dive at low 
tide,  there is usually some god-forsaken path that is about 200 to 400 feet long, and filled with tons of 
slippery seaweed that needs to be negotiated in order to make it to the water’s edge for the entry of the dive.  
Using back mounted tanks, this caused many issues, most of which ended in traction!  Twisted ankles, 
bruised knees, ripped drysuits due to tumbles on sharp rocks etc, etc are only some of the issues that we 
used to run into when getting to the water.   
 
Using sidemounted tanks, the diver can now bring their tanks to the water’s edge, go back to the dressing 
area, get dressed in their exposure suit, don the weight system and BCD and move to the water.  Once in the 
water, the diver can pull on the tanks in relative neutral buoyancy.  This is only one benefit to sidemount.  
Some of the others are: 
 
1)  Ability to fully reach and manipulate valves and regulators.   At the best of times, Backmounted cylinders, 
whether double or single, are hard to reach.  Add to that, extreme exposure protection due to the 
temperatures of waters in New England and the Canadian Maritimes and you have an almost impossible feat 
to isolate or manipulate valves or a manifold.  In a sidemount scenario, the valves are placed within easy 
reach and more importantly, in plain view of the diver.  Any issue can be trouble shot and dealt with in a much 
easier manner. 
 
2) Two completely independent cylinders, therefore two independent gas supplies.  This means that if trained 

and utilizing the system properly, there is no one event that will 
eliminate more than 1/2 of your remaining gas. 
 
3) No entanglement areas are behind your back. Some of the 
best areas for diving are either rich in marine life or shipwreck 
sites.  These sites also tend to have ropes and fishing line 
throughout them.  These hidden hazards can snag snag back 
mounted tanks and cause a very serious entanglement at depth.  
In sidemount, if properly worn and trained, there will be very little 
to get snagged on and would-be snags on a tank can be 
addressed easily due to the valve being in the diver’s field of 
view. 
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4)  The more streamlined profile and lower center of gravity reduces drag and makes moving through the 
water easier and more efficient.   
 
It also creates a very stable posture and facilitates a more balanced attitude in the water allowing for better 
trim and easier adjustments to trim and buoyancy. 

 
5) Sidemount configurations can be completely customized to fit individuals.  It can be used for all forms of 
diving from the most basic open water dives in which a single tank may be used to the most extreme 
technical dives where multiple deco cylinders can be carried easily if trained properly.  This training can then 
follow the diver from their infancy in the sport right through the limits of their pursuits of the sport.  
  
6) Easier to carry tanks.  Whether you are carrying them to the water’s edge, to get filled, to your vehicle, to 
the boat or any other spot you need the tanks to be, it is easier to accomplish by either carrying one at a time 
or by carrying one in each hand.  This can be especially beneficial for those with injuries or disabilities where 
the weight of a backmounted tank(s) can be a stressor, or even impossible on long or steep walks. 
Sidemounted tanks can be carried to the water separately, and then just attached to the harness once the 
diver is in the water. 
 
7)  Travelling divers can use any set of rental tanks without changing their configuration. and without 
compromising the added safety of self – reliance and redundancy that only independent cylinders can offer. 
 
Let’s face it, we have all (most of us) been on a boat and buddied up with a “stranger buddy” that was less 
than competent.  If you have not had that experience yet you either don’t travel much or you may be “that 
guy”!  Using a sidemount configuration and proper Solo Diver training from a well versed instructor, you can 
achieve a state of self reliance only available with completely independent cylinders. 
 
As sidemount seems like just an alternate tank configuration, you may wonder why specialty training is even 
required for it. However there are several key benefits to formal training for even the most experienced divers.  
These benefits include: information about specialized sidemount systems available today, configuration 
options, optimal adjustments for fit and trim, learning and practicing the skills required to manage the gas 
supply using totally independent primary cylinders, learning and practicing skills required to dive with mixed 
teams (sidemount and backmount) and learning and practicing emergency procedures using the sidemount 
configuration. 
 
If you would like to know more about sidemount diving or to schedule a Discover Sidemount clinic please 
contact me on Facebook (Joe George or COJO Diving) or via e mail at joe@cojodiving.com . 
 
Thanks for your support and we look forward to diving with you!! 

 
Joe George is co-owner of COJO Diving in Lincoln New Brunswick with his wife Connie Bishop.  Joe is a certified 
Instructor Trainer for SDI/TDI and is also a PADI Instructor.  When he is not promoting sidemount diving, he can be 
found diving in Eastport Maine or Deer Island.  He can be reached joe@cojodiving.com or (855)6GO-COJO EXT 101. 
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What Sport Divers Can Do to Save the Sea continued from page 2 

 
Fishing is important, but it can’t happen everywhere if diving also matters to us.  Some places must be 
sacred.  So, you can become an activist.  Show up at public hearings, write letters to representatives and 
agency heads, rouse the regulator-bound to action on land in the interest of our ocean estate.  However, to 
be effective in convincing others of what must be done, you must be a good teacher.  In most cases, nature is 
despoiled out of ignorance, not malevolence.  People aren’t well wired to see the connections, feedback, and 
ripple effects that make up the real world outside of our living rooms, and so rarely grasp the consequences 
of their actions.  Divers are more aware of these connections in the sea than any others: between land and 
sea, the effects of one set of ocean users upon another, changes over time.  Part of the joy of diving is the 
accumulation, over years in the water, of first-hand knowledge about the ocean.  Books are fine, but first-hand 
accounts are priceless.  Finally, divers have numerous opportunities to participate directly in healing the sea.  
Beyond the more obvious clean-up campaigns are lots of chances to become involved in citizen science.  
With the right credentials (advanced certification by AAUS, the American Association of Underwater 
Scientists), sport divers can dive bum buddy for lonely scientists.  If you’ve got the dough, you can buy your 
way into a citizen-science expedition.  For example, if you’ve always wanted to see the Phoenix Islands and 
price is not a big concern, do let me know right away! 
 
Right now, here in New England, a debate is unfolding over how we use our own coastal ocean.  The very 
idea of leaving some places be  as “no-take marine reserves”- that is, safe places for wildlife to grow to full 
adult size, prosper, and produce juveniles that might seed the entire rest of the Gulf of Maine- this idea is 
entirely foreign to nearly all the more vocal stakeholders in the region.  Curiously quiet are a silent majority of 
New England residents who feel very, very strongly that there should be areas set aside as true sanctuaries, 
where only relatively harmless, non-invasive human activities are permitted.  Cashes Ledge is one of the 
obvious candidates.  Right after it is the Stellwagen Bank National Marine “Sanctuary”, where something 
called a DHRA, or “Designated Habitat Research Area” has been proposed.  Both Cashes and Stellwagen 
desperately need an outspoken constituency.  How do we know of the silent majority in favor of conservation?  
Tens of thousands of them wrote in during the public comment period for the Sanctuary’s new management 
plan.  For a brief time, their din of strong feelings about the need for real sanctuary on at least some part of 
Stellwagen, was deafening.  Hearings are coming up in September.  Dive your heart out this summer, then 
show up and testify at the public hearings to make sure your voice is heard!  We can forge the NEAq dive 
club, and Boston Sea Rovers more generally, into a potent political force with the goal of diving well and 
forever right here at home.  It’s in our own interest, but the benefits will extend far beyond our numbers in 
neoprene. 
 
Les Kaufman, Professor in the Boston University Marine Program, is an evolutionary ecologist who studies basic processes that drive the creation, 
collapse, and conservation of aquatic species diversity on coral reefs and tropical great lakes. His interests are increasingly turned toward clinical 
research on the dynamics of human-natural coupled systems, to create supporting science for global sustainability and climate change adaptation.  In 
addition to being a member of the BU faculty, Kaufman is Senior Marine Scientist for Conservation International, a Research Scholar with The New 
England Aquarium and Associate in Ichthyology, Harvard Museum of Comparative Zoology. He serves on the Science and Statistics Committee for the 
New England Fishery Management Council, and is working with National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) colleagues to modernize 
federal ocean science.  Les Kaufman also writes popular books, magazine articles and television, including multiple stints as either author or subject 
with NOVA and National Geographic. He was awarded the first marine Pew Fellowship in 1990, was selected to receive the Parker-Gentry Award in 
Conservation Biology for 2011 from the Chicago Field Museum. 
 
The photographs in this article were taken by Brian Skerry and used with his permission.  They may not be used or copied without his permission. 

For information regarding public hearings, please go to  

www.clf.org/cashes-ledge/ 

where you can also sign a petition to protect Cashes Ledge. 
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Annual Trip to Grand Bahama 

By: Dan Sprague 
 
It all began back in 2003. Having invited numerous friends and relatives 
to vacation with me, I found myself getting very tired of Disney. I 
decided it was time to do that thing that I learned years before but never 
really got a chance to do; what was it again, my God it’s been so long I 
forgotLoh yeah! SCUBA!  
 
I asked my knowledgeable travel agent where I might go to get back 
into this hobby of mine. This kind person directed me to Grand Bahama 
Scuba on the wonderful Island of (wait for it...) Grand Bahama.  
 
I seem to remember being at the back of the boat on that first day out, 
one of the last people to get into the water, looking over to Fred Riger, 
the Captain of “Good Start”, and saying “keep an eye on me, it’s been a few years since I’ve been in the water” Splash! I 
think I’ve done at least 150 Dives there since. 
 
I met a nice couple that first year named Rick and Deb Hann from Upstate New York who came down every Fall for a 
couple of weeks to celebrate Rick’s Birthday. We continued to meet down there for the next few years and, I loved Diving 
down there so much I just knew I had to share it. The first person to take the bait was Mister Rick Rosa, our Club 
President and my Best Dive Buddy. Then we were able to talk Mister Jim Carozza into joining us. Then Came John & 
Val Feehan and on and on.  

The last few years have been filled with people who, like me, love it 
so much, that they just can’t wait to go back. I think they would all 
agree that one of the best things about the trip beyond the Diving, is 
being there with a group of people that you know. That’s one thing 
that really makes it memorable. There are some newbies every 
year, people that you meet for the first time while on the trip 
however, you always seem to leave as new friends. 
 
Speaking of Newbies, we had Mister Dave Young last year with his 
Awesome Girlfriend and Super Dive Chick Tiffany Fowlie. Dave 
was a New Diver. He had a week that really got the hook set for 
him. How often do you get to do a Wreck Penetration, a Shark 
Feeding Dive, A Night Dive and a Cavern Dive all in one week? 
This year, the trip was half filled within 24 hours of booking the first 

unit. It didn’t take long after that to bring me close to my capacity of 
16 people. I can’t promise any spaces on this year’s trip at this point but, keep your eyes peeled for next year’s trip 

posting. It should be on the Clubs website by the end of February 2015. If you would like more information about the trip, 

you can find it posted now on the Club’s Dive Travel section of the website. 

Mi-Cozumel, Me Cielo continued from page 3 

photographers with their photos.  He has some home-made filters for GoPro cameras that are quite interesting and 
produce amazing results. 
 
In addition to the diving, Cozumel offers some fantastic restaurants that would thrive even in the most demanding US 
cities and offers the full gamut of water sports from the new GoFly, stand-up paddle boarding, parasailing, kitesurfing, 
and kayaking.   There are beach clubs where non-divers can easily occupy themselves for a full day.  There are Mayan 
ruins, jungle tours, horseback riding, and a chocolate factory to build a great off-gassing day.  Additionally, it’s a short 
scooter ride to the other side of the island or a quick ferry ride to Playa del Carmen.  So much to do! 
 
Whale Shark season is mid-May through September, and they are best viewed from trips from Cancun to either Isla 
Mujeres or Holbox.  November through March is bull shark season in Playa del Carmen.  The mainland also offers 
cenote diving.  You can fly into Cancun, which is normally significantly cheaper than Cozumel, to make any of these 
activities part of your trip. 
 
Sergio Sandoval Sr. / Aquatic Sports can be reached at +52 987 872 0640, scubacoz@scubacozumel.com, or at 
http://www.scubacozumel.com/about.php. 7 



 

 

Only divers know the feeling 

By: Dave Millhouser 
 
A giant stride off a boat anchored in the open sea.... descending to a 
bottom no one has seen before... with only a guess at what you'll find. 
 
The dive began as a glitch on the chart. Steve Smith, Captain of Gloucester 
based Cape Ann Diver II, noticed a ridge where the bottom appeared to rise 
sharply from 105' to 25'. It took a few passes over the area before the depth 
finder spiked. The anchor was dropped and backed tight. 
 
A regular charter group had asked for something “new” and asked Steve for 
an idea, and here we were.  Pulling down the line, with 25 feet of visibility, a 
traditional NE rocky bottom came into view.  We followed the line till it took a 
90 degree turn... downwards. The chart was right, and there is a vertical drop 
from 30' to 105. A wall plumb enough to make a mason proud.  Descending 
to a gravel bottom, we looked back at the vertical wall, and then cruised left 
and right, where the wall met the sand, trying to determine its length. It's hard 
to put a number on it, but it is long, an edifice nearly 200' in length. 
 
With limited bottom time, we found the anchor and followed the line back up the wall, checking out the colorful variety of 
marine life that call it home.  Soft Corals, tunicates, sponges and colonies of hydroids all add color and texture.  There 
are crevasses where Cod hide (or THINK they are hiding)  Back on the shelf at 30', there was still plenty to see... the 
lumpy granite covered with kelp, anemones and... lobster. Lots to do, while outgassing. 
 
On subsequent trips, divers have seen Torpedo Rays and Goosefish in the sand at the bottom, and Pollock sometimes 
school in the shallows near the brink. 
 
Back aboard, everyone was excited about their discovery... and wanted to name the new site... after themselves.  
Eventually the name evolved into “BFW” for “Big Fantastic Wall” (we THINK that's what it means).  BFW is located near 
the Southeast Breakers, between Gloucester and Halfway Rock. Discovering it was such fun that the same group asked 
for exploratory dives on subsequent charters, checking out interesting formations on the chart. 
 
As a result, we discovered another smaller, but deeper, vertical wall (Ledge-and-Dowski) and an underwater pinnacle 
with spectacular craggy terrain and colorful marine life that was named LandyLand. All of these sites are offshore, which 
improves chances for good visibility, and each has a shallow component for those who don't want to go deep, or for 
putzing around at the end of a dive while unloading nitrogen. They are close to each other (meaning you can do 2 of 
them on a single, half day, charter). 
 
The other charm of BFW is that it's between Gloucester and a number of other sites that are growing popular. Halfway 
Rock is a fine old standby, but on longer charters we've ventured to Stellwagen Bank, diving a number of new (at least to 
us) wrecks.  Everything from modern trawlers to unidentified ancient hulks lying on a gravel bottom covered with 
varieties of marine life that are scarce inshore. 
 

Full day charters can include a couple of Stellwagen dives, with BFW on the 
way home. The offshore nature of all these sites  means that weather is 
key... you want to go elsewhere when it's blowing. 

 
Dave Millhouser is an underwater photographer/free 
lance writer living and working in New England.  His 
photographs and articles on North Atlantic marine life, 
dive sites, and wrecks have appeared in a number of 
national magazines over the years.  He has presented 
at popular dive events such as Beneath the Sea, 
Boston Sea Rovers, Dive Philadelphia, Chicago's Our 

World Underwater, and at local dive clubs such as the Northshore Frogmen and the New 
England Aquarium Dive Club.  He also writes a blog for Cap Ann Divers in Gloucester, MA. 
Cape Ann Divers, of Gloucester Mass, has been serving New England divers for 26 years.  The 
current location, at 127 Eastern Avenue in Gloucester, is close to Gloucester and Rockport 
beaches, restaurants and attractions. In addition to dive equipment and instruction, for non 
diving family members, they stock a complete line of beach gear.  Cape Ann Divers operates 
two large charter boats (one with an actual bathroom and warm water shower). Weather 
permitting, they operate 11 months a year, closing for the month of January.   They can be 

reached at  978 281 8082 or on the web at www.capeanndivers.com.  

Elyssa Longo 

Big Fantastic Wall 

Caslyn Bennett 

Landyland 
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A Brief History of the Massachusetts State Police Underwater Recovery Team 

By: SGT Blake Gilmore, MA State Police 
 

The Massachusetts State Police (MSP) Underwater Recovery Team (URT) was 
formed in 1968 to deal with the possibility of aircraft mishaps at Logan International 
Airport and the proximity of the water that surrounds three sides of the airfield by 
Boston Harbor.   Shortly after being formed, the “dive team” started to get called for 
evidence, search, and recovery missions outside of the airport. 
  
In 1984, the team was expanded and was considered a state-wide dive team that 
consisted of 20 divers.  Most lived/worked inside the Route 495 beltway and were 
assigned to the “east team.”   Three members designated the “west team” lived/

worked in western Massachusetts and covered from Rt. 495 to the New York boarder.  This first year 
together, the “new” team completed just shy of sixty missions.  
 
Over the years the team’s activations and operational tempo increased. In 1991, as part of the so-called 
Consolidation Act, four state law enforcement entities merged that effectively increased the team’s 
compliment to 30 members.  The completed missions and calls for service number just over 100 the following 
year.  
 
In a post-September 11, 2001 world, the team retains its operation strength of 30 divers and has been 
averaging 300-350 missions per year. 
 
Over the years, the MSP URT has been involved in many high profile cases involving missing children, John 
F. Kennedy Jr.’s plane crash, numerous homicide cases, and evidence and vehicle recoveries.    The events 
of September 11, 2001, most conspicuously changed the dynamics of operations for the team.  Since 9/11, 
the dive team can trace close to one-third of our annual missions to port and homeland security.  Tasked with 
assisting our allied agencies, which include the US Department of Defense, namely the US Navy/Marines; the 
US Department of Homeland Security including the Coast Guard, Customs and Immigration, Border Patrol; 
Department of Justice including the FBI, the ATF, the DEA; and the Secret Service and Department of the 
Interior, as well as many regional, state and local agencies, we continue to hit higher mission counts and 
requests for services. 
 
The team has gone through extensive training and gain several new pieces of equipment to become a 
Federal Emergency Management Agency-National Incident Management System: Type 1 rated dive team.  
The URT has two 33’ Freightliner dive trucks, two smaller support trucks , 2 air fill trailers and one permanent 
air fill station to independently sustain dive operations .  The teams’ $3M inventory includes: 6 Side scan 
sonar’s, 2 sector scan sonar’s, 3 remote underwater cameras, several metal detectors, hand held sonar and 
four sets of surface supplied diver Kirby Morgan dive helmets with 300 foot umbilicals, and underwater video 
and cameras to document evidence recovery.  
  
Recognizing that diver training and proficiently is key to separating good from great divers, advanced and in-
service training continues to set apart the URT apart for many other teams.  Each month all MSP URT divers 
are required to attend monthly training evolutions coordinated by the team’s dive instructor cadre.   Some 
divers are selected for advanced training such as post-blast investigations, crime scene documentation, 
advanced explosive search and recognition, hard hat dive operations, and water safety instruction.    
 
Most recently the team sent four new URT divers to the New England State Police Administrators’ Compact 
(NESPAC) basic dive school.  This school combines the best of knowledge and experience of all of the 
northeast regions state police dive teams into a two week schools that gives the diver the training to evolve 
from recreational divers to professional public safety divers.  Our partners in the North-East State Police Dive 
Team Commanders’ Consortium from our state police Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New York, Rhode 
Island and Vermont agreed that this basic training is second to none and is the foundation of the state police 
mutual-aid system for diving in this region of the country.   
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June 

18   Monthly Meeting 

  Bob Michelson 

  REEF Fish ID  

21 New Member & Clean Up Dive 

 

July  

16   Monthly Meeting 

  -Dr. John Mandelman 

  Solving a Cod-undrum 

19 New Member & Clean Up Dive 

26 Great Annual Fish Count 

 

August  

20   Monthly Meeting 

  -Amy Fleischer “Tricky Fish” 

23 New Member & Clean Up Dive 

 

September  

20Tropical Fish Rescue and BBQ 
 

NEADC Summer Calendar 2014   
Check www.neadc.org and Facebook for the latest updates  

Central Wharf, Boston, MA  02110  

Boat and Shore Dives: See the E-News and NEADC.org for the latest schedule and updates 

New Member dives are for divers who are new to diving, new to diving in NE or divers who have not dove 

in a long time.  While diving, divers will be encouraged to pick up trash and help clean the beach area. 


