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Winter Newsletter 2016
IF YOU READ NOTHING ELSE…..
Way back in October of 2015, the NEADC Board met in a lovely
restaurant to review nominations for the upcoming year. To say there
were few nominations is an understatement. Out of eleven officers,
eight had served on the Board for many years and were ready to let
new members take over. A call was put out at the October meeting,
please, if you want to join the board, raise your hand. One new
member agreed to join as boat dive coordinator.

Please come and join us!
Meetings are filled with great diving
information. We feature fabulous
guest speakers and we learn where
other members have been diving.
Also, only members present at the
meeting are eligible to win a dive in
the Giant Ocean Tank!
March 16, 2016
The NEADC’s annual behind the
scenes tour of the New England
Aquarium. This event fills quickly so
sign up at programs@neadc.org
RESERVATION REQUIRED
April 20, 2016
General Meeting
May 18, 2016
General Meeting

So, in November, in a dark back alley (I mean the same lovely
restaurant) Rick Rosa, long time Board President, took each existing
board member by the arm, gave a strong twist and politely asked, “you
do want to serve another term, right?” Then, in a rather contortionist
manner, he grabbed his own arm and gave a massive twist. After
about 2 seconds, Rick screamed for mercy and agreed to serve ONE
more year as Board Chair. The remaining Board members agreed that
if Rick could serve ONE more year, so could they. A full slate was
presented at the November meeting and a new board was formed.
HOWEVER, this means that in 2017, seven board members have
clearly stated that they have enjoyed their service but it is now time for
someone new. New board members will bring new ideas and new
energy.
It is the board’s sincerest hope that you might be interested in serving
on the NEADC Board. We encourage you to begin attending meetings
NOW to learn what are the responsibilities and to see how much fun
we have. Please don’t wait until October.
John and I have developed deep friendships with other board members
over the years. Some of these members were the reason we dive as
much as we do today. They are people we trust for diving advice, we
have done trips together and we have had a lot of fun together.

July 23, 2016
Great Annual Fish Count
On page 4 of this newsletter are job descriptions for each officer
This year, Janna Nichols from REEF position. Please review and decide how you can best serve the club.
will be joining us at the event.
TENTATIVE DATE
More importantly than the official job descriptions, officers must have a
deep affection for the NEADC. It is your duty to ensure that the club
continues to operate (preferably in the black), continues to dive and
September 24, 2016
continues to maintain strong ties to the New England Aquarium.
Tropical Fish Count
TENTATIVE DATE
The Board meeting is always held on the first Wednesday of the month
beginning at 6:30 with dinner. The location varies, so the best way to
Eat and Greet
Before each General Meeting, from make sure you are in the correct place is to send an email to
5:30 to 6:30 PM at a local restaurant programs@neadc.org. We would love to have you at the next meeting
so you can learn about the responsibilities of the Board and decide
For up to date information on
whether or not you can participate on the Board in 2017.
general Meetings, Please check our
website at www.neadc.org.
Valerie Feehan, Newsletter Editor

Kayak Diving – Pushing the limits just a bit farther
By Tom Bergendahl
Depending upon your training and experience, it is sometimes really rewarding to move outside of your
normal “comfort zone” in kayak diving. Satan Rock is definitely a case in point. My buddies and I had been
doing Children’s Island and Cormorant Rock for several years and we finally mustered up the courage to
push out just a bit farther to yet another amazing kayak dive destination.
In either 2012 or 2013 we decided to move out to the next rocky
outcropping that we could see from Children’s Island. It looked
like it was another 30 minute paddle from Children’s Island. That
by itself is 25 or 30 minutes from Chandler Hovey Park,
Marblehead. We had great conditions as in calm seas and a
gentle breeze, so we decided to push on to the next rock. The
good news is that because of the low profile of Satan Rock, it
looks way farther than it actually is. In paddling time, at a steady
pace it turned out to only be another 15 minutes from where we
were used to diving.
In terms of new underwater terrain, lobsters, scallops, &
photogenic walls, it was absolutely worth the little bit of extra
effort. My dive buddies Mike & Carl are the underwater
photographers. They found lots of anemones, sponges, lobster
and occasional schools of Pollock to capture with their cameras.
I am more of the “hunter-gatherer” type, so I was happy looking
for lobster & scallops. It was not disappointing for any of us.
Mike & Ilona on Satan Rock

Mike McDevitt’s Tribe 13.5 (Perception) kayak
on Satan Rock

The only caveat for prospective kayak divers looking to move out a bit is
that you need to check conditions, weather, winds, etc., to make sure
your trip out will not be a grueling endurance effort back to shore. It’s
also a good idea to bring some food & water and spend a bit of time
relaxing & allowing yourself to fully recover and off-gas prior to your trip
back to the launching site. One of the better options for a trip out to
farther destinations is to bring along a friend, spouse or significant other
to keep an eye on things while the divers are underwater.
Mike’s Tribe kayak is big enough to pack
his own gear & his significant other,
Ilona who acted as our scout while we
were diving.

If I had my way, I would have a “spotter”
or person on the surface for all of our
dives that are farther than a 15 minute
paddle. It definitely adds an extra
element of safety to the effort. The
spotter can bring his or her cell phone in
a dry box to have in case of emergency.
Hopefully they are never needed, but
they do provide peace of mind. One of the added benefits of new places to
dive is new perspectives on the world.
If it were not for places like Children’s Island, Cormorant Rock and Satan
Rock being relatively easy paddles in good weather, my dive buddies & I
would be “stuck” diving the same heavily dived and populated dive sites that
are frequented by less ambitious divers. I think I would have packed up my
dive gear and sold it if I had to dive (continued on page 3)

Satan Rock Tower looking
south towards Marblehead
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What was your most memorable dive moment?
Julia Cichowski
There are many but one happened several years ago while on Captain Rob's Dive Charters at the Isles of
Shoals in New Hampshire. We were doing a seal dive at Duck Island. And I was just sitting (literally sitting) in the
sand in about 25 ft hanging out, and a harbor seal came and lied down on my lap. This was a seal I'd seen
before many times so we weren't strangers, but he'd never before gotten so close. He just lied there for about a
minute looking at me, and me at him. And then he opened his mouth wide as if to bite my thigh and just held it
open and looked at me. And I let him know, by mumbling into my reg, that if he put a hole in my dry suit there'd
be a price to pay. He closed his mouth and swam off a few seconds later. I couldn't believe it. Best seal dive
ever.
Steve Whitford
My most memorable dive was to Paddock Rock. The topography is large rocks, and I remember swimming
along the flat rocks, and I looked around and saw what must have been dozens of dogfish! They were all
swimming around me, I remember looking up, and saw the school silhouetted against the surface! I took a
picture, but it doesn't do it justice.
Beth Nerney
I was surrounded by a school of barracuda. If I kept looking straight ahead they would come closer and I felt like
I was part of the school but as soon as I looked left or right they scattered but then a few minutes later they were
back. This went on for most of the dive. They were curious and kept coming back but definitely did not like
making eye contact with me
Rick Rosa
Diving with the NEADC on Jim Sullivan’s boat in Boston Harbor on the 3rd of July. We went out to dive the
Kiowa and then enjoy the fireworks on the trip back in. After boasting of my night diving skills, I jumped into the
water and started my descent. I was having a real struggle getting down. Damn, too many margaritas. Any
who, I finally got down, had a great dive and then struggled to do my safety stop. When I got back on the boat,
Jim laughed and asked how it was diving without weight pockets! Had a terrific ride back to the dock enjoying
the food, drink, fireworks and not so gentle ribbing from friends.
Valerie Feehan
My first night dive at Canoe Beach. I was a very new diver and scared to death. On the return, a giant shark
started swimming next to John’s head. John turned just in time to see it. I could hear him scream like a little girl
right through his regulator. Of course, it was just our imagination. The shark turned out to be a winter skate
swimming up in the water column. Only time I ever saw that, but it still makes me laugh.
Tom Bergendahl (continued from page 2)
along with the large numbers of divers who frequent some of the more popular sites. Also, there are shore
dive sites which are genuinely risky from a gear hauling & rock climbing perspective. Cathedral Rocks is a
good example of that. Kayak diving and extending your range just a bit farther is rewarding beyond
measure. Your dive sites are limited only by your imagination and ability to read charts and maps and figure
out logistics of where to launch.
The other “reward” of kayak diving new sites like Satan Rock is that you don’t have to spend $100 or so to
take a dive charter and get stuck with a “bad day” in terms of weather.
Many of the boat dives require deposits paid in advance, well before you
have an idea of whether or not the conditions will be calm, sunny, etc.
You pick your day and your destination. You also don’t have to be
slowed down by relatively newer divers. Charter boat dives are great for
gaining experience and confidence, and yes, I still would take them to
Isles of Shoals, but kayak diving definitely opens up new diving horizons.
It has kept me in the sport and it feels like I’m on vacation when I try out
and enjoy a new spot. Oh yesJ.one of the other “perks” is that I have
been seeing more seals lately without
going up to Isles of Shoals. The seal
Kayaks at Satan Rock
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population is coming back!

Roles and Responsibilities of Board Members
President The President shall preside over all general meetings. He/She will guide and coordinate the
activities of the Club. He/She shall execute all agreements and contracts on behalf of the Club. He/She will
also keep an accurate record of monthly Giant Ocean Tank (GOT) dive winners to ensure that the GOT rules
are followed. He/She may appoint committees as he/she deems necessary. He/She may be a member of all
such committees. All appointed committees report to the Executive Board.
Vice President The Vice President shall preside over any general meeting or Board meeting at which the
President is not present. He/She will assist the President in guiding the activities of the Club. In the event the
office of the President becomes vacant, the Vice President shall become President and he/she will provide for
an immediate election to fill the Vice Presidential vacancy. The Vice President is responsible for overseeing
the physical inventory of NEADC (i.e. clothing).
Treasurer The Treasurer is the Club banker and custodian of t he financial records. He/She is responsible
for meeting the routine expenses of the Club up to $100. Expenses above $100 and at or below $1,000 shall
be voted on and require a simple majority by the Board. No other drafts may be made without the
concurrence of the membership as provided in Paragraph I above. A comprehensive report of finances is to
be given at each general meeting. He/She will submit a concise financial statement detailing the business
transactions at the November general meeting and at the end of his/her tenure in office. He/She will
coordinate his/her activities with the persons designated by the New England Aquarium Corporation to
monitor Club financial activities. All financial records are the property of the Club. He/She is authorized to
accept membership dues or any property, grant, gift, purchase, devise, or bequest on behalf of the Club.
Shore Dive Coordinator The Shore Dive Coordinator may chair a committee responsible for the
direction and guidance of Club shore dives or activities not under the jurisdiction of the Program Director. He/
She also is responsible for the logistic coordination of Club dives. He/She has the authority to cancel any
Club dive for whatever reason he/she deems proper. He /She has the authority to prevent any person from
participating in any Club dive if that person is adjudged by the Shore Dive Coordinator to be improperly
equipped or unprepared. The Shore Dive Coordinator is not responsible for personal injuries incurred by any
person during a Club dive, nor is the Club, nor the New England Aquarium Corporation. Each person is
responsible for his/her own safety.
Boat Dive Coordinator The Boat Dive Coordinator may chair a committee responsible for the direction
and guidance of Club boat dives or activities not under the jurisdiction of the Program Director. He/She also is
responsible for the logistic coordination of Club dives. He/She has the authority to cancel any Club dive for
whatever reason he/she deems proper. He /She has the authority to prevent any person from participating in
any Club dive if that person is adjudged by the Boat Dive Coordinator to be improperly equipped or
unprepared. The Boat Dive Coordinator is not responsible for personal injuries incurred by any person during
a Club dive, nor is the Club, nor the New England Aquarium Corporation. Each person is responsible for his/
her own safety.
Recording Secretary The Secretary will record the minutes of the general meetings and the Executive
Board meetings. He/She will submit the minutes for publication in the next edition of the NEADC Newsletter.
Corrections or omissions are to be reported to the Secretary and made to the minutes. He/She will maintain
these records during his/her entire tenure. All records are the property of the Club.
Newsletter Editor The Newsletter Editor and/or the Webmaster is responsible for the editing and
publication of the monthly New England Aquarium Dive Club, Inc. Newsletter in paper or electronic form. The
Newsletter Editor may chair a committee responsible for the publicity of all NEADC functions. He/She is
responsible for notifying members of all Club activities and General Meetings in the Newsletter.
(continued on page 5)
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Role of Board Members (continued from page 4)
Program Director The Program Director is responsible for the coordination of the General and Informal
Meetings as provided in the NEADC Constitution including scheduling locations for Informal Meetings;
scheduling speakers for General Meetings; coordinating General Meeting equipment needs with the New
England Aquarium Liaison; and organizing and/or assisting with special events and functions.
Membership Director The Membership Director is responsible for encouraging Club membership and
providing information about the Club to new or prospective members. The Membership Director is responsible
for maintaining the membership records for the Club. He/she will update these monthly with details of new
members, renewals and changes of address received from the NEAq. Using this information, he/she will send
out a welcome letter to new members and print out labels for the newsletter each month. He/she will respond
to inquiries about membership of the Club, and send information and/or a copy of the newsletter to
prospective members.
Environmental Affairs Coordinator The Environmental Affairs Coordinator is responsible for
proactively informing and representing the membership of the Club on current environmental issues and will
act as liaison to external environmental groups, agencies, etc. Positions of the Club concerning environmental
issues shall be communicated and/or promoted by the Environmental Affairs Coordinator only after
discussion and approval by the Executive Board.
Webmaster The Webmaster is responsible for maintaining the Website of the New England Aquarium
Dive Club, Inc. The Webmaster may chair a committee to assist in administration of Website functions. The
Webmaster has the authority to monitor, to edit or omit materials submitted for website publication if the
material is deemed improper.

Dan Sprague, NEADC Shore Dive Coordinator
Dive Season 2016 is on its way! I know, there are a bunch of you that started the 2016 season in January.
But for a lot of us, it doesn’t really begin until June. Maybe you have to wait until school is finished for the
year, maybe you need to get the yard work out of the way or maybe you just prefer to wait until the water
warms up a bit (32° to 45°F just don’t excite me personally).
Whatever your reason may be I want to let you know, that when the water warms up and the fun begins, I will
be leading the New Member Dives on the Saturdays after the General Meetings, so feel free to reach out and
ask what we’ll be doing for dives. I will not be posting details about these dives as it will be dependent on who
can make it. After we determine who is in the group, we choose a site that everyone is comfortable with and
also we choose based on the conditions of the day.
You don’t need to be a top notch diver to join us for the day. I’m always happy to help new divers get
comfortable. If you are a top notch diver and you don’t have a buddy, that won’t be a problem either as we
can pair you with other experienced divers that attend. We haven’t had a bad New Member Dive yet! We
always try to end the day with a lunch or dinner and occasionally a cookout on the beach.
Don’t forget, we will be doing the Dry Dive on a Saturday in early to mid-May as well. This is when we take a
tour of the Cape Ann area going from dive site to dive Site. We bring along Jerry Shine’s book “A Shore
Diving Guide to New England”. We talk about the sites and where to park, what you might see and then we
follow up with a Beach Cleanup and then end the day with dinner at a local restaurant.
So, join me, won’t you? Let’s have some fun! I can be reached at shoredive@neadc.org.
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Buddy Dive - Bonaire
By Brie Levitan
This past January, I had the privilege of returning to Bonaire and staying at Buddy Dive for the second year in
a row. I can’t speak highly enough of both this island, situated a little less than 70 miles north of Venezuela
and roughly 30 miles east of Curaçao, and the resort, a PADI Five Star facility that earned every star.
There is no doubt that Bonaire is a “Diver’s Paradise;” with approximately 100 dive sites (the majority of which
are shore accessible), between Bonaire and the smaller and uninhabited Klein Bonaire, an adventure is truly
around the corner. In addition to the house reef, “Buddy’s Reef,” we drove to shore dives at the following
sites: Oil Slick Leap, La Machaca, Salt Pier, and the infamous Hilma Hooker. Boat excursions granted us
access to Bloodlet, Small Wall, Lighthouse Point, Something Special, 18 Palms, and Rock Pile J It’s really
difficult to pick a favorite out of the bunch but if forced to, this time it was Salt Pier.
Salt Pier is about a 15-20 minute drive from the resort and gets its name because it is situated directly across
the way from the active Salt Works. As far as the eye can see behind the pier there are basins and pyramids
of freshly harvested salt. Towering above us, the pier stretched out into the water for what seemed forever,
then took an abrupt 90 degree right turn. It was a hot day and the sun was beating down on us. We parked
our trucks and started to gear up, wanting to get into the cool water as soon as possible. The entry was
relatively easy and only a few yards from our vehicles. Once we were all in, we surface swam to about
halfway down the pier and then made our descent. Under the pier it was teeming with life around every
piling.
There were more fish than I could identify, but looking back at my
photos, some of those that were more prevalent were French
Angelfish, Scrawled Filefish, Spotted Drum, Sand Diver, a bait
ball of Yellowtail Snappers, a school of stalking Barracudas, and
Spotted Moray Eels.
The entire dive was a highlight, but by far the best part was on
our return to shore when I nearly bumped into a gigantic Midnight
Parrotfish. I followed the mammoth while he crunched loudly on
coral and made sand. He eventually found a flounder friend and
I watched them swim together for a moment before I decided that
they probably had enough of the big human fish and I should
continue on.

Spotted Eel

I’m going to put it out there...I’m a hotel snob. When I travel, I like the luxurious beds and baths in some of
the finer hotels and white glove cleanliness. With this said, Buddy Dive Resort is not the W but it is, in my
opinion, top notch with everything a diver needs in a very clean environment. Shore diving at the spectacular
house reef 24/7, unlimited air or nitrox, a friendly and helpful staff, and a fully stocked dive shop: what’s not to
love? The rooms are nothing fancy, but I’m pretty sure that all rooms at least have an efficiency kitchen,
sitting area, and balcony. But hey, we’re not there for the room. The package I got included three two-tank
boat dives, a truck for getting around the island with all of my gear, and a great (though ultimately tiring with
the same daily selection) American-style breakfast (omelet/eggs to order, fresh fruit, juice, meats, pancakes,
etc.). Down by the docks and shore entry pier are the dive shop,
classrooms, gear lockers, dressing area, dive information booth,
and air fills. Looking down from the pier you can see all the fish
that are waiting for you to join them and play. Buddy Dive sports
two restaurants, the more upscale Ingridients and the casual
Blennies. I never made it to Ingridients, but from Blennies you
can swim up to the bar from the pool, lounge in the sand, or take
a table overlooking the western horizon at Klein Bonaire.

Sea Horse

continued on page 7
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Brie Levitan (continued from page 6)
They say in the summer months you can see the
green flash sunset from the resort. The food at
Blennies is average bar fare and drinks are
overpriced, but the atmosphere is friendly and the
Manager’s Rum Punch Party on Fridays are a
hoot.
I highly recommend a visit to Bonaire -- Any time
of year is a marvelous time to go. Perhaps I’ll see
you there March 2017!

Under Salt Pier
What is the best thing about New England diving?
Julia Cichowski
Seeng the seasons change underwater. Watching the colors change, the sea life come up and then retreat, the
visibility clear out in the winter...Just beautiful.
Steve Whitford
The community. We seem to only have two kinds of divers in NE, the divers that try SCUBA once, and never
again, or only on vacation and divers who get out every weekend. There is not much middle ground. The ones
that get into it are REALLY passionate about it. If you go out on a local charter, chances are there will be a
group of buddies on the boat that have been going out on that boat every week for 20 years. There are a few
NE diving clubs claiming to be the “oldest in the country” and every year that we have the GAFC, the area of the
country that gets the most divers together isn’t someplace like Florida or Hawaii—it’s New England.
Rick Rosa
Actually, I am one of the cheapest bastards you will ever meet. Shore diving in NE is free. You don’t have to
pay for air fare nor do you have to stay at a hotel. And you can do it whenever you like (assuming the weather
cooperates and the boss isn’t looking). Great boat dives are available for a fraction of the cost of diving in NY,
NJ or NC and the charters don’t require hours of travel to and from the dive site. And if I am lucky, I can usually
con Dan into buying the beer! Life is great.
John Feehan
I find diving to be very relaxing. You concentrate on your breathing, and the small area in front of you. No
phones, no emails, just weightless and quiet. Fortunately, in NE, we can travel just a short distance and find
places to enjoy this great sport. During the winter, we can dive Fort Sewall, a 10 minute drive from the house.
Sure, Bonaire is great, but it is costly, not just financially but also you have to use valuable vacation time. In
contrast, we can dive every weekend here in NE.
Dan Sprague
It is right here, I don’t have to go anywhere to enjoy diving. I love diving with Fred down in the Bahamas and I
love diving for shark teeth in Venice, FL, but I cannot do those trips very often. I simply don’t have the time off of
work. But with just a little planning, I can get my lazy ass over to Gloucester, York Beach or some other local
dive site and have a fantastic time enjoying this sport.
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Central Wharf, Boston, MA 02110

New England Aquarium Dive Club Membership Form
To join or renew, visit us online at www.neadc.org or fill out & send in the form below
Type of Membership:
Has your address changed since last renewal?
Choose
One

NEAq membership level
Associate
Patron
Ambassador
Ocean
Explorer

New _____
No _____

Renewal _____
Yes
_____

NEAq Cost

NEADC Cost

Total

NEAq Access

$99 +
$149 +
$199 +
$259 +

$15 NEADC
$15 NEADC
$15 NEADC
$15 NEADC

= $114
= $164
= $214
= $274

Member + 1
Member +3
Member + 5
Member + 7

Name

Phone

Address

*E-mail

City

previous town _________________

State

IMAX
Passes
NA
2
4
6

Zip

*An email address is required for monthly NEADC e-Newsletters and event updates.
Contact information will be used for Aquarium and Dive Club purposes only.
Total Amount Enclosed $________________ (Dive Club dues plus Aquarium membership)
Please make your check payable to “New England Aquarium” or charge to:
MC / V / DISC / AMEX Account #

Expiration

Signature

Mail to: Membership Department, New England Aquarium, Central Wharf, Boston MA 02110

