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Monthly Meetings
General meetings are held the
third Wednesday of each month
at 6:30 PM in the NEAq
Harborside Learning Lab.

Please come and join us!

Meetings are filled with great
diving information. We feature
fabulous guest speakers and we
learn where other members have
been diving. Also, only members
present at the meeting are
eligible to win a hands-on
aquarium experience!

February Meeting 2/15
Speaker: Andy Martinez
Topic: TBA

March Meeting 3/15
Members Only Behind the Scenes
To register, visit:
www.neadc.org/BTS.html

April Meeting 4/19
Speaker: Les Kaufman
Topic: Protecting the Caribbean

For more information about
upcoming meetings, please visit
www.neadc.org

Join us at the Boston Sea Rovers 2017 Clinic!

This year, the Boston Sea Rovers 2017 Clinic is back at the Doubletree by
Hilton North Shore in Danvers on March 11th and 12th. Daytime seminars
include fantastic presentations from around the underwater world with topics
such as wreck diving, underwater photography, exotic locations and amazing
marine wildlife. Additional programs during the show include workshops
on underwater photography, free diving and specialty programs for dive
professionals.

The famous Saturday Evening Film Festival features Brian Skerry as the Master
of Ceremonies. Speakers for the Film Festival include Bob Talbot (Life of Pi,
Free Willy, Flipper), Jo Ruxton (The Blue Planet, A Plastic Ocean), shipwreck
explorer Steve Gatto, and Evan Kovacs of Marine Imaging Technologies. Al-
ways a spectacular treat, the Film Festival offers breath-taking imagery and
incredible stories from some of the world’s finest cameramen, camerawomen
and photographers.

The exhibit hall has a wide range of booths – from travel destinations to dive
shops, dive gear and of course, our own booth! Come by and visit us at the
show. You can even volunteer to help us spread the word about the club!
Check out the presentations, new gear, exotic trips and maybe win a prize!
The Boston Sea Rovers sponsors have also donated fabulous prizes for the
raffles including full sets of scuba gear, trips and much more!

New England Aquarium Dive Club Booth
Photos by Joy Marzolf

Think Blue!
Join our NEADC Clean Up Each Dive campaign!

Photo by Troy Mayne

- Pick up trash whenever you can both above and
below water
- Bring reusable bottles to events for drink refills
- Pack gear in reusable bags or be sure to secure
plastic bags used to carry gear so they don’t fly
away into the water
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Special Events at the Boston Sea Rovers Clinic

Andrea Doria Wreck Exhibit
Commemorating the 60th anniversary of the sinking.

Kids Day, Sunday, March 12th
Don’t miss a special presentation from the New England Aquarium Dive Club’s
own Jonathan Bird from Jonathan Bird’s Blue World on PBS Kids! Bring your
kids to experience a touch tank from the New England Aquarium, experience
some "sharktivities" with the Atlantic White Shark Conservancy, learn about
penguins and whales from Mass Audubon’s Joppa Flats Wildlife Sanctuary
and more!

Staying the weekend? You can get discounts on water park admission with
advanced reservations.

Introduce Your Non-Diving Friends to Diving!
This year, the Boston Sea Rovers Clinic will again include Discover Scuba in
the hotel pool. This is a great chance for show attendees to try out SCUBA! If
you know someone who has been snorkeling and has thought about learning
to dive, this is a great chance to try diving with help from some of our local
dive shops.

See www.bostonsearovers.com for tickets and weekend de-
tails.

Member Submitted News

May and October Dive Trips to
Freeport, Grand Bahama for 2017
Dan Sprague

There are still a couple spaces
available for the May 6th to 13th trip
to Freeport, Grand Bahama. This trip
was set up to replace the one blown
out in October, 2016 by Hurricane
Matthew. The 10th Annual Trip will
be October 7th to 14th. We can
accommodate up to 16 guests at the
resort, the Ocean Reef Yacht Club,
and it’s always a great time! In
addition to lots of diving, we also do
a couple of day trips during the week.

You can find information about the
dive shop here:
www.grandbahamascuba.com/
To learn more about the day trips,
visit:
http://calabashecoadventures.com/
For more information about the
Ocean Reef Yacht Club, visit:
www.oryc.com/
For more details, please contact Dan
Sprague at shoredive@neadc.org

Seeking Proofreading Help with
Online Coral Reef Fish ID Course
Cos

I’ve been working on a tropical coral
reef fish identification course for over
a year now, and it covers over 200
species. I am seeking proofreading
help — people willing to look
through the photos for any misfiled
fish.

Here’s the course:
www.memrise.com/course/750078/
tropical-coral-reef-fish-
identification/
To see all content you need to log in
to www.memrise.com. Accounts are
free and easy to create. Although
they have a mobile app, I strongly
recommend using only the web site
for my course.

The course is technically public, but I
haven’t publicized it yet as I don’t feel
it’s quite ready. This is because there
are some important fish families, like
damselfish and groupers, that I have
not added yet. And also because I
would like some more experienced
people to check it out for any errors.

Anyone willing to help verify the fish
photos in my course, please send me
an email at cos@aaaaa.org and I can
show you how to do it. Thanks!

Upcoming Events
Boston Sea Rovers 2017 Clinic
Saturday and Sunday, 3/11-3/12
DoubleTree - Boston North Shore,
Danvers, MA

Come visit the NEADC’s booth at
the country’s oldest dive show!
The Clinic features daytime
seminars on all aspects of diving
and the marine environment, a
large exhibit hall, a spectacular
Evening Film Festival and
specialized workshops for
additional in-depth training.
For more information, please visit
www.bostonsearovers.com

NEADC Whale Watch Trip
Saturday, 4/22
Boston, MA

Save the date for a dive club
whale watch trip!

Great Annual Fish Count
Saturday, 7/22
Stage Fort Park, Gloucester, MA

Save the date for the 16th annual
NEADC Great Annual Fish Count.
Join us at dive sites across New
England to count fish, submit
REEF surveys and win raffle
prizes!

Tropical Fish Rescue and Club
BBQ
Saturday, 9/23
Fort Wetherill State Park,
Jamestown, RI

Save the date for the annual
Tropical Fish Rescue and NEADC
BBQ. Help the us rescue tropical
fish trapped in our cold New
England waters and support the
Gulf Stream Orphans project!
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NEADC’s Annual Tropical Fish Rescue
Why I Joined the Club

By: Dan Sprague

Have you ever been to one of the New England Aquarium Dive Club’s Tropical Fish Rescue Picnics? The Club has been
running this event longer than I’ve been a member; as a matter of fact, it’s one of the reasons I joined back in 2003.
(Yeah, I know, I’ve been here a while.)

Like many people who take on SCUBA diving, after a while, I found it difficult to find dive buddies. So in 2002, I
was thinking about just selling off my equipment and moving on to other hobbies. I decided I would take one more
look around to see if there was some way I could stay interested in SCUBA, and what I saw was the "Tropical Fish
Barbeque" advertised on the NEADC website. (Yes, they had websites back then.) It looked like a lot of fun. However,
I was unable to make it that year. I joined the Club in 2003 and have become more involved each year.

The Tropical Fish Picnic was started because of the prevalence of tropical fish in the waters off of Rhode Island. The
fish are brought up by the currents of the Gulf Stream as eggs or fry and spend the summer growing and swimming
around in our waters. Once our waters start to turn cold, they become sluggish and become food for the local fish.

For many years, we have gathered as a Club to do some diving and snorkeling trying to capture the elusive tropical
fish. When the day was over and everyone brought in their catch, the New England Aquarium would take their pick.
This event led to the NEAq adding additional quarantine tanks to their Quincy Facility when it was being built so they
could better utilize our event. Recently, the Gulf Stream Orphan Project was developed and they are now tracking all
the data of what is found, where and when (it’s a wonderful thing!).

Did I mention this is a picnic? The Club has developed quite a setup over the years that allows us to get food out and
ready for anyone who comes for the day. Now, we do ask that you pay something towards the meal, but we ask very
little and offer so much. Many hours are spent through the year planning for the event and the cost of the food and
supplies adds up quickly. The events we run have become so big, we find it necessary to actually hire a cook. The
variety of food and the volume we prepare always amazes me.

This is the most family-oriented event held by the New England Aquarium Dive Club.
We snorkel, dive, and even have seining nets. Two people walk the net into the water
with the bottom of the net touching the sandy bottom. They pivot back towards shore
and bring up the net for everyone waiting on shore to check and see what treasures
were found. Over the years, there have been spotted butterflies, snowy grouper, trumpet
fish, file fish and even lionfish!

Come join us this year! It’ll be fun!
For more information about the event, please visit www.neadc.org/tropicalfish.
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Capturing Extreme Beauty
An Interview with Becky Kagan Schott

By: Catherine Chan-Tse
Photos courtesy of Becky Kagan Schott

An Emmy Award-winning underwater cameraman and
photographer, Becky Kagan Schott is also an SDI/TDI
Technical Scuba Instructor and a Megalodon Rebreather
Instructor with over 20 years of diving experience. From
a young age, Becky was captivated by the world beneath
the waves. She always knew that she wanted to share her
passion for the water both by documenting it with her
images and by teaching others to dive.

Becky’s work can be seen on major television networks
including National Geographic, Discovery Channel and
The Travel Channel. Closer to the NEADC, her work has
been featured at the Boston Sea Rovers Clinic Film
Festival. She is a Fellow in the Explorers Club and a
member of the Women Divers Hall of Fame, the Karst
Underwater Research Team, the Phantom Springs Cave
Exploration Team, and The National Academy of
Television Arts and Sciences.

As a cameraman, Becky specializes in bringing back video
from challenging aquatic environments. Her projects
have taken her all over the globe — documenting historic
wrecks in over 300 feet of water in Japan and the Great
Lakes, rappelling into caves, filming under ice in the
Bering Sea and even diving cage-less with great white
sharks. She was the Underwater Director of Photography
on documentaries for National Geographic and Red
Bull, shooting cave exploration and capturing these
beautiful environments in 4K resolution. We managed to
catch up with Becky during a rare surface interval to ask
her about some of her extreme diving adventures.

What is one of your most memorable and cherished
experiences underwater?
I’ve had so many incredible experiences underwater over
the years that it’s hard to choose. Some highlights would

be big animal interactions with sea lions. This past year
I’ve been going to British Columbia a lot and I’ve never
laughed so much underwater as I do with them. One will
be nibbling on my leg and another trying to grab my
camera with its flippers. I just love the interactions with
them; they are like underwater puppies and so playful
and fun. Some of my other favorite moments would be
taking my mom out with whale sharks in Mexico and
lately, spending time exploring the wrecks in the Great
Lakes with friends. It’s not just about the diving; it’s about
exploring new places and some of my best memories are
sharing these amazing moments with family and friends.

You’ve worked on many projects in very challenging
underwater environments. We New England divers
are pretty tough when it comes to cold water and
weather, but one of your specialties is ice diving in
Arctic regions. What are the conditions like in the
Arctic and what are some of the challenges you
encounter diving there?
Diving in the Arctic is cool! (I couldn’t resist!)

The conditions really depend on the time of year you’re
there and the location you’re diving. The biggest
challenge is the most obvious: the cold water. I spend a
lot of time diving in cold water, but it’s tough to prepare
for 28◦F temperatures. Making sure you have a dry
drysuit and good drygloves is important. I use the Santi
heated gloves and that makes a big difference, especially
gripping a camera for over an hour. Because you’re
wearing so many layers trying to stay warm it limits
mobility and to offset all of those layers you have to wear
a lot of weight.

On top of all of that the cold water can affect equipment
functions, such as making regulators freeflow or causing
BC inflators to stick. I have some fogging issues with the
camera, as well, going from cold water to the "warmer"
air temperatures, so I find it best to keep it in the water
once it’s in! In addition to those challenges, there aren’t
exactly dive shops in the Arctic, so sometimes we have to
have our own compressors or a trusted place to get air
fills. There are also dangers from marine life such as
polar bears, so someone has a rifle and the ice itself can
be quite dangerous if it moves in or if pieces break off.
Because we are diving in a remote place a lot of safety
measures have to go into the dive planning. I’ve been to
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the Arctic three times now and each experience has been
unique.

The first time, I was in northern Alaska and we were
diving under five feet of ice shooting the TV show "Bering
Sea Gold" for Discovery Channel. That was in April and
the topside temperatures were freezing, along with the
water being 27.5◦F. We were standing out on the ice for
more than 15 hours a day and diving in the same location
for a few days before moving on to another ice hole. It
took a really long time for the hole we were diving to
start to freeze over. The hole was over 5 feet wide.
Usually in the morning there might be a thin one inch
layer of ice that we would break before diving again.

Alaska: 5 ft tall ice cores removed and the resulting hole

We took a lot of safety measures diving out there. We
wore OTS Guardian Full Face masks so we could
communicate with a tender on the surface and we had a
rope clipped off to us. We could also use the rope to
follow our way back to the ice hole. It was disorienting
following the gold miners and the visibility was only
10-15 feet. If there was an emergency, we were never
more than 130 feet away from our ice hole or the miners’
ice hole. We had redundant equipment as well. These
places are remote, so everything you need had to be
taken with you. I even took a backup drysuit.

In Greenland and the Canadian Arctic, we were diving off
of a boat, usually zodiacs. Diving off the boat was easier
and you could warm up more in between dives.

Diving around icebergs and pack ice

Diving in Greenland and the Canadian Arctic was
completely different than in Alaska. We were diving
around icebergs and pack ice versus cutting a hole in the
ice, which was a whole different kind of ice diving. In
Alaska, the ice didn’t move. In the Canadian Arctic, the
ice was moving and you had to have your head on a

swivel to make sure you wouldn’t be crushed. You have to
be alert when diving around pack ice. It looks so peaceful
and slow-moving, but it is moving and can crush you
easily if you don’t pay attention on the surface or when
diving around pieces of it underwater. I find it incredibly
beautiful to look out onto the ocean and see an endless
sea of ice and to hear the sounds of it cracking or hitting
into other pieces. Underwater, they shimmer and
sometimes you’ll see it melting slightly so it creates a little
halocline around the piece of ice.

As the Arctic can be a very unforgiving and
challenging environment, even on the surface, how
did you prepare yourself physically and mentally for
an Arctic diving expedition?
The first time I was in the Arctic, I didn’t know I would be
there until four days before we left! That’s when we got
the call to film under ice. With all of the work I do
specializing in shooting in extreme environments, I try to
keep my skills fresh on everything from side mount, cave
diving, closed circuit rebreathers (CCR), cold water diving
and even freediving! That way I’m ready to go at any
time and I’m ready to dive whatever gear configuration
the job calls for. The other two Arctic expeditions were
planned a year in advance. I spent time doing work-up
dives in cold water testing different glove liners and
undergarments to make sure I would stay warm.

What wildlife, either above or below water did you
see?
Above water, I’ve seen polar bears, muskox, seals, and lots
of sled dogs! Underwater, most of the life has been
invertebrates, sculpin, jellies, kelp forests, and lots of
different isopods and shellfish.

What were some highlights of your experiences
diving in the Arctic?
When you look out onto pack ice, it’s just surreal looking.
The water is usually glassy and the ice just looks so
picturesque. I’ve enjoyed seeing different marine life that
you don’t see in the tropics or in the sub-tropics. I just
find myself looking at a lot of critters thinking "what’s
that"! I love that after 22 years of diving there are still so
many new animals to see and places to experience. One
of the best moments was in the Canadian Arctic a few
years ago. We had a great day diving around ice and we
were watching the sun set and there was the most
beautiful rainbow. I said the only thing that could have
made this more beautiful is if there were whales and not
five minutes later, some fin whales surfaced nearby!
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Another challenging environment you’ve worked in is
the Great Lakes. You have explored wrecks there as
deep as 300 feet. Can you describe that project?
The Great Lakes are my favorite place on this planet to
dive. I actually did my advanced certification in Lake Erie
in 1995. Then I moved to Florida and forgot all about the
lakes. In 2011, I was hired on as an underwater
cameraman with the Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institution and we worked on a documentary called
"Project Shiphunt" in Lake Huron. The project involved
NOAA, SONY, and five high school students searching for
shipwrecks. They found two virgin wrecks, the MF
Merrick, a schooner in a little over 300 feet of water, and
the Etura. We were the first to dive and document them.
It was a really exciting and rewarding documentary to be
a part of. After that, I couldn’t stop traveling to the Great
Lakes to dive and see new areas.

What were some of the highlights of diving those
wrecks?
There are thousands of wrecks in the Great Lakes and
each lake is unique in some way. I really enjoy the
schooners in Lake Huron with the masts still standing up
90ft in the water column. They look like they are sailing
on the lake bottom and they are so intact.

I also enjoy Isle Royal National Park in Lake Superior
because there are no zebra or quagga mussels on the
wrecks. There are shipwrecks in 3 to 300+ feet of water
so there is something for everyone. I dive with a good
friend of mine and after we are finished diving the deep
wrecks for the week, we always enjoy snorkeling on one
of the shallow wrecks.

What were some of the challenges?
The biggest challenge of diving some of the deeper wrecks
in the Great Lakes is the cold bottom temperatures.
Depending on the time of year the water can be 34◦F top
to bottom or you can have colder bottom temperatures of

38◦F in the summer and warmer thermoclines as you
ascend. The other challenge is always weather. The lakes
can be flat calm and just serene, but remember, there are
so many wrecks there for a reason! The waves can really
beat you up if you misjudge conditions. If you can dress
right for the cold and you have good conditions the
diving is really first class.

For people going to the Great Lakes as recreational
divers, what should they expect? What advice would
you give in terms of how to prepare for the trip?
There are lots of great dives in the recreational range.
Expect excellent visibility and little to no current
depending on the area you’re diving. To prepare, I’d just
suggest making sure you’re comfortable in a drysuit and
drygloves and make sure you are dry! Most of the dive
sites are pretty close to shore so the boat rides are under
40 minutes, typically, and there is a line going down to
the wrecks.

If people are considering getting into tech diving or
CCR, what about the Great Lakes would you say is
good motivation to go through those certifications?
If someone is considering getting into rebreathers, the
Great Lakes are a good place to build up hours in cold
water in recreational limits. It’s also a great place to do
advanced training such as decompression procedures or
trimix because there are a lot of wrecks in the 150 to 200
feet range. Once you see the wrecks in recreation limits,
you’ll no doubt get the bug for the diving in the area and
want to work up experience to someday see the deeper
sites.

If anyone is interested in joining her, Becky will be
running both recreational and technical trips to the Great
Lakes this year. Photography workshops are included as
part of the package.
For more information, please visit
http://megdiver.com/great-lakes-recreational-trip/ or
http://megdiver.com/trips/.
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Critter Corner
By: Tom Bergendahl

Catching Gulf Stream Orphans or seasonal tropical fish down in Rhode Island is both fun and educational. The
NEADC’s efforts at Fort Wetherill (see NEADC’s Annual Tropical Fish Rescue) are a great way to learn about the
late summer tropical fish who come up on the Gulf Stream.

Bluespotted Cornetfish Spotfin Butterflyfish
Photos courtesy of Tom Bergendahl

The bluespotted cornetfish is a good example of a seasonal tropical that we typically find in the shallow (8-10 feet)
waters of Fort Wetherill. They are camouflaged in the eel grass a short way out from the beach. The only
drawback to catching this fish is that they are very difficult to feed or keep in a home aquarium.

Spotfin butterflyfish like the ones above are way easier to raise in captivity. They like romaine lettuce, live
blackworms, which are sold at the better fish stores, and brine shrimp, which come frozen and can be easily
thawed in de-chlorinated water before feeding. I have seen spotfins and four spot butterflyfish closer to shore in
10 feet of water among the rocks. The better spots to locate fish are a bit farther out along the rocks and walls of
Ft. Wetherill in 20-25 feet of water. They enjoy hiding under rocky over-hangs and seek the safety of the rocks,
nooks and crannies when you go to catch them. Patience is the key with them because they will normally come
out and be easier to catch if you give them a few minutes.

Contact Information
To submit content for future newsletters or provide feedback,
please email newsletter@neadc.org

New England Aquarium Dive Club, Inc.
Central Wharf,
Boston, MA 02110
www.neadc.org
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